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Introduction 
There are various ways to fund your project. In addition to grants and loans, you may be able to use volunteers, 
donations, and fundraising to offset some of the project cost. Some agencies may be able to offer free technical support 
for designing portions of the project. 
 
The following are a list of possible funding sources with a brief description. The next two documents provide the 
websites for the funding sources (Funding Opportunities - Websites) and pages from those websites (Information from 
the Websites). Every effort was made to provide accurate information.  
 
It is important that you keep checking for funding because there is no guarantee that funding available last year will be 
available next year. Likewise, new sources of funding may become available at any time. Thus, this list is a good starting 
point but you may have to search for other funding sources if these programs don’t work for your project. 
 
Once you find a grant you would like to apply for, it is very important to follow all of the instructions and get it 
submitted prior to the expiration date/deadline. You may be able to use more than one grant for your project. 
 
Don’t forget to obtain all necessary permits before beginning work on your project. 
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Grants.gov 
www.Grants.gov 
The Grants.gov program provides a common website for federal agencies to post discretionary funding opportunities 
and for grantees to find and apply to them. Using the Grants.gov system makes it faster, easier and more cost effective 
for grant applicants to electronically interact with federal grant-making agencies (making it easier to research and find 
federal grant opportunities). It has centralized more than 1,000 different grant programs across federal grant-making 
agencies awarding more than $500 billion annually. An applicant can register once to apply to as many federal agencies 
and grant programs as needed with just one secure login. This saves applicants costs, time and hassle. It eliminates the 
need to expend resources, time, postage and reproduction costs associated with traditional paper-based grant 
applications. The program has search capabilities from a simple key word search to advanced searches over numerous 
grant opportunity categories, including agency and grant category. Grant opportunities can be sent directly to grant 
applicant desktops through custom search profiles, potential applicants can be notified via email or RSS feeds of future 
grant opportunities as they are posted by federal agencies. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.grants.gov/
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Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
https://www.cfda.gov/ 
Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) provides a full listing of all Federal programs available to State and local 
governments (including the District of Columbia); federally-recognized Indian tribal governments; Territories (and 
possessions) of the United States; domestic public, quasi- public, and private profit and nonprofit organizations and 
institutions; specialized groups; and individuals. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.cfda.gov/
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FedCenter.gov 
https://www.fedcenter.gov/index.cfm? 
https://www.fedcenter.gov/opportunities/grants/ 
FedCenter.gov is the Federal government's home for comprehensive environmental stewardship and compliance 
assistance information for Federal facility managers and their agencies.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fedcenter.gov/index.cfm
https://www.fedcenter.gov/opportunities/grants/
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Fundsnet Services 
http://www.fundsnetservices.com/ 
Fundsnet Services.com's purpose is to help spread the word about grants programs initiatives, fundraising programs, 
philanthropy, foundations and 501(c)(3) non-profits organizations sources by posting related links on this site. We do not 
offer grants opportunities and we do not provide personal financial assistance but a lot foundations, organizations and 
private companies do, so we dedicate this site to post such resources on one place making such grants initiatives and 
resources easier to find for those 501(c)(3) organizations in need of a grant opportunity program to accomplish their 
philanthropic efforts and missions. They have an extensive list of environmental and conservation grants. 
 

 
 
Center for Nonprofit Excellence 
https://www.thecne.org/engage/grants/ 
The Center for Nonprofit Excellence (CNE) regularly updates an impressive list of national competitive opportunities. 
Each week, CNE sources three grant opportunities via online research and publishes them to this page. We strive to list a 
wide range of grants to reflect the diversity of our membership. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fundsnetservices.com/
https://www.thecne.org/engage/grants/
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Guidestar 
http://www.guidestar.org/nonprofit-directory/environment-animals/conservation-environmental-education/1.aspx 
GuideStar is the most complete source of information about U.S. charities and other nonprofit organizations there is. 
Search their database of more than 1.8 million IRS-recognized organizations to find a charity to support, benchmark your 
own nonprofit's performance, research the sector, and more. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.guidestar.org/nonprofit-directory/environment-animals/conservation-environmental-education/1.aspx
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EPA 
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5-Star Grants 
https://www.epa.gov/wetlands/5-star-wetland-and-urban-waters-restoration-grants 
The Five Star and Urban Waters Restoration Program brings together students, conservation corps, other youth groups, 
citizen groups, corporations, landowners and government agencies to provide environmental education and training 
through projects that restore wetlands and streams. The program provides challenge grants, technical support and 
opportunities for information exchange to enable community-based restoration projects. Funding levels are modest, 
from $10,000 to $40,000, with $20,000 as the average amount awarded per project. However, when combined with the 
contributions of partners, projects that make a meaningful contribution to communities become possible. At the 
completion of Five Star projects, each partnership will have experience and a demonstrated record of accomplishment, 
and will be well-positioned to take on other projects. Aggregating over time and space, these grassroots efforts will 
make a significant contribution to our environmental landscape and to the understanding of the importance of healthy 
wetlands and streams in our communities. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.epa.gov/wetlands/5-star-wetland-and-urban-waters-restoration-grants
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Assessment and Watershed Protection Program Grants 
https://www.epa.gov/grants 
To support the coordination and acceleration of research, investigations, experiments, training, demonstrations, 
surveys, and studies relating to the causes, effects (including health and welfare effects), extent, prevention, reduction, 
and elimination of water pollution. The two main goals of the Assessment and Watershed Protection Program Grants 
(AWPPGs) include supporting a watershed approach to better address water quality problems in the U.S. and building 
the capacity of all levels of government to develop and implement effective, comprehensive programs for watershed 
protection, restoration, and management. 
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Catalog of Federal Funding Sources for Watershed Protection 
https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/water-finance-clearinghouse 
https://www.epa.gov/nps/funding-resources-watershed-protection-and-restoration 
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/20004O44.TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=1995+Thru+1999&D
ocs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMo
nth=&QFieldDay=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D%3A%5Czyfiles%5CIndex%20Data%5C95thru99%
5CTxt%5C00000009%5C20004O44.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-
&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage
=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1&SeekPage=x&Z
yPURL 
The Catalog of Federal Funding Sources for Watershed Protection Web site is a searchable database of financial 
assistance sources (grants, loans, cost-sharing) available to fund a variety of watershed protection projects. To select 
funding programs for particular requirements, use the search below. You can use subject matter criteria based searches, 
or general word based searches of the funding programs, or both. Criteria searches include the type of organization 
(e.g., non-profit groups, private landowner, state, business), type of assistance sought (grants or loans), and keywords 
(e.g., agriculture, wildlife habitat).  
 

 
 
  

https://www.epa.gov/waterdata/water-finance-clearinghouse
https://www.epa.gov/nps/funding-resources-watershed-protection-and-restoration
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/20004O44.TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=1995+Thru+1999&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D%3A%5Czyfiles%5CIndex%20Data%5C95thru99%5CTxt%5C00000009%5C20004O44.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1&SeekPage=x&ZyPURL
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/20004O44.TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=1995+Thru+1999&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D%3A%5Czyfiles%5CIndex%20Data%5C95thru99%5CTxt%5C00000009%5C20004O44.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1&SeekPage=x&ZyPURL
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/20004O44.TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=1995+Thru+1999&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D%3A%5Czyfiles%5CIndex%20Data%5C95thru99%5CTxt%5C00000009%5C20004O44.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1&SeekPage=x&ZyPURL
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/20004O44.TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=1995+Thru+1999&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D%3A%5Czyfiles%5CIndex%20Data%5C95thru99%5CTxt%5C00000009%5C20004O44.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1&SeekPage=x&ZyPURL
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/20004O44.TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=1995+Thru+1999&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D%3A%5Czyfiles%5CIndex%20Data%5C95thru99%5CTxt%5C00000009%5C20004O44.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1&SeekPage=x&ZyPURL
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/20004O44.TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=1995+Thru+1999&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D%3A%5Czyfiles%5CIndex%20Data%5C95thru99%5CTxt%5C00000009%5C20004O44.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1&SeekPage=x&ZyPURL
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/20004O44.TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=1995+Thru+1999&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D%3A%5Czyfiles%5CIndex%20Data%5C95thru99%5CTxt%5C00000009%5C20004O44.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h%7C-&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1&SeekPage=x&ZyPURL
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Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf 
The Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) program is a federal-state partnership that provides communities a 
permanent, independent source of low-cost financing for a wide range of water quality infrastructure projects. The 
CWSRF was established by the 1987 amendments to the Clean Water Act (CWA) as a financial assistance program for a 
wide range of water infrastructure projects, under 33 U.S. Code §1383. The program is a powerful partnership between 
EPA and the states that replaced EPA's Construction Grants program. States have the flexibility to fund a range of 
projects that address their highest priority water quality needs. The program was amended in 2014 by the Water 
Resources Reform and Development Act. Using a combination of federal and state funds, state CWSRF programs provide 
loans to eligible recipients to construct municipal wastewater facilities, control nonpoint sources of pollution, build 
decentralized wastewater treatment systems, create green infrastructure projects, protect estuaries, and fund other 
water quality projects. Building on a federal investment of over $39 billion, the state CWSRFs have provided more than 
$111 billion to communities through 2015. States have provided more than 36,100 low-interest loans to protect public 
health, protect valuable aquatic resources, and meet environmental standards benefiting hundreds of millions of 
people. The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Iowa Finance Authority (IFA) jointly administer the SRF. The 
DNR administers the environmental and permitting aspects to get projects ready for financing. This includes engineering 
and design approval and construction permits. DNR staff assists applicants through the environmental review process. 
IFA manages the financing side of the programs. IFA staff works with applicants on loan approvals and disbursements.  
 

 
 
  

https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title33-section1383&num=0&edition=prelim
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Environmental Education Grant 
https://www.epa.gov/education/environmental-education-ee-grants 
Under the Environmental Education Grants Program, EPA seeks grant proposals from eligible applicants to support 
environmental education projects that promote environmental awareness and stewardship and help provide people 
with the skills to take responsible actions to protect the environment. This grant program provides financial support for 
projects that design, demonstrate, and/or disseminate environmental education practices, methods, or techniques. 
Since 1992, EPA has distributed between $2 and $3.5 million in grant funding per year, supporting more than 3,600 
grants. 
 

 

 
 

https://www.epa.gov/education/environmental-education-ee-grants
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Healthy Communities Grant Program 
https://www3.epa.gov/region1/eco/uep/hcgp.html 
The Healthy Communities Grant Program is EPA New England's main competitive grant program to work directly with 
communities to reduce environmental risks to protect and improve human health and the quality of life. The Healthy 
Communities Grant Program will achieve this through identifying and funding projects that target resources to benefit 
communities at risk; assess, understand, and reduce environmental and human health risks; increase collaboration 
through community-based projects; build institutional and community capacity to understand and solve environmental 
and human health problems; achieve measurable environmental and human health benefits; and advance emergency 
preparedness and resilience. 
 

 
 
  

https://www3.epa.gov/region1/eco/uep/hcgp.html
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Healthy Watershed Consortium Grant 
http://www.usendowment.org/healthywatersheds.html 
EPA is awarding a grant of $3.75 million over six years to the U.S. Endowment for Forestry and Communities, 
Inc. (Endowment) to support partner organizations and their local actions to improve and accelerate their efforts to 
protect healthy freshwater ecosystems and watersheds across the country. The Endowment will award funding 
to projects that develop and/or support state, interstate and tribal healthy watersheds programs. The Healthy 
Watersheds Consortium Grant Program goal is to accelerate strategic protection of healthy, freshwater ecosystems and 
their watersheds. This goal will be achieved by funding key projects identified in existing watershed protection or 
conservation plans; building the sustainable organizational infrastructure, social support, and long-term funding 
commitments necessary to implement large-scale protection of healthy watersheds; and supporting innovative or 
catalytic projects that may accelerate or broadly advance the field of practice for watershed protection efforts. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.usendowment.org/healthywatersheds.html
http://www.usendowment.org/
http://www.usendowment.org/
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National Wetland Program Development Grants 
https://www.epa.gov/wetlands/wetland-program-development-grants-and-epa-wetlands-grant-coordinators 
To assist State, Tribal, and local government (S/T/LG) agencies, and interstate/intertribal entities, build capacity to 
protect, manage, and restore wetlands. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.epa.gov/wetlands/wetland-program-development-grants-and-epa-wetlands-grant-coordinators
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Regional Wetland Program Development Grants 
https://www.epa.gov/wetlands/wetland-program-development-grants-and-epa-wetlands-grant-coordinators 
To assist State, Tribal, local government (S/T/LG) agencies, and interstate/intertribal entities build capacity to protect, 
manage, and restore wetlands. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.epa.gov/wetlands/wetland-program-development-grants-and-epa-wetlands-grant-coordinators
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Targeted Watershed Grants 
https://www.epa.gov/grants  
To support innovative, community-based watershed approaches aimed at preventing, reducing, or eliminating water 
pollution. The Targeted Watersheds Grant Program provides resources in the form of grants, tools, training, and 
technical expertise and assistance to communities to bolster their efforts to expand and improve existing water 
protection measures. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.epa.gov/grants
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Tribes & Intertribal Consortia Grants 
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Environmental Multimedia Grants 
https://www.epa.gov/grants  
 

 
 
Indian Environmental General Assistance Program (GAP) 
Provides grants to tribes and intertribal consortia to build capacity to administer environmental regulatory programs, 
funds development of multimedia programs to address environmental issues, including the planning, developing and 
establishing the administrative, technical, legal, enforcement, communications, and environmental education and 
outreach structure of these programs. 
 
Direct Implementation Tribal Cooperative Agreements (DITCAs) 
Allow tribes and intertribal consortia to help EPA implement federal environmental programs in Indian country, 
notwithstanding the Federal Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act. DITCAs are negotiated between EPA and tribes and 
can help tribes build the capacity to carry out specific activities for EPA with EPA retaining final decision-making 
authority and ultimate responsibility for the environmental programs including all regulatory activities. 
 
Performance Partnership Grants 
Provide tribes and states with greater flexibility to address their highest environmental priorities, improve 
environmental performance, achieve administrative savings, and strengthen partnerships between EPA and the states or 
tribes. PPGs are an alternative assistance delivery mechanism and do not represent funding in addition to grants 
provided under individual authorities. Recipients can conduct activities in multiple areas and combine two or more of 
twenty different EPA grants, including GAP resources. 
 
Best Practices Guide for Performance Partnership Grants with Tribes 

https://www.epa.gov/grants
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This best practices guide is designed to help EPA and tribal officials understand and take full advantage of the features 
and benefits of Performance Partnership Grants (PPGs), in which states and tribes may combine multiple environmental 
program grants into a single grant. PPGs are one of the cornerstones in the National Environmental Performance 
Partnership System (NEPPS) that serves as the framework for EPA-state-tribal relations. Through answers to frequently 
asked questions, the guide: (1) Explains how PPGs can help in achieving agreed-upon environmental and program goals 
and objectives; (2) Highlights key regulations, policies and procedures for developing and managing PPGs; and (3) 
Provides examples showing how PPGs have been used to achieve administrative efficiencies to direct resources where 
they are needed most. 
 
Environmental Information Exchange Network Grant Program 
Facilitates electronic exchange of environmental, health, and geographic data to make it easier for EPA and its partners 
on the Exchange Network to obtain the timely and accurate information needed to make better decisions 
 
Community Action for a Renewed Environment (CARE) 
The CARE program is a competitive grant program that offers an innovative way for communities to take action to 
reduce toxic pollution. 
 
Environmental Policy and Innovation Grants 
Supports activities that reduce pollutants generated and increase conservation of natural resources, improve economic 
information and analytic methods to support projects on the benefits, costs and impacts of environmental programs and 
on incentive-based and voluntary environmental management strategies and mechanisms. 
 
Healthy Communities Grant Program 
Grants are awarded to support projects that meet two criteria: (1) They must be located in and directly benefit one or 
more Target Investment Areas(Environmental Justice Areas of Potential Concern, Places with High Risks from Toxic Air 
Pollution, Sensitive Populations, and/or Urban Areas); and (2) They must achieve measurable environmental and public 
health results in one or more of the Target Program Areas (defined in the annual funding announcement). Funds for all 
projects should support activities to restore or revitalize the environment, provide education, outreach, training, 
organize, or conduct community planning activities in the Target Program Areas (defined in the annual funding 
announcement). 
 
Congressionally Mandated Projects 
These assistance agreements involve congressionally directed projects/programs for specific purposes in EPA's annual 
Appropriations Act or annual Appropriations Conference Report. These assistance agreements support surveys, studies 
and investigations, research and demonstrations, and special purpose assistance for specific purposes and/or designated 
organizations. The projects are assistance agreements which are associated with: (1) various environmental 
requirements (e.g. wastewater treatment); (2) identifying, developing, and/or demonstrating necessary pollution control 
techniques to prevent, reduce, and eliminate pollution; and/or (3) evaluating the economic and social consequences of 
alternative strategies and mechanisms for use by those in economic, social, governmental, and environmental 
management positions. 
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Water/Wastewater Grants  
https://www.epa.gov/grants  
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.epa.gov/grants
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Surveys, Studies, Demonstrations and Special Purpose Grants – Section 1442 of the Safe Drinking Water Act 
(1) To support research, studies, and demonstrations associated with source water and drinking water; (2) To develop 
and expand capabilities of programs to carry out the purposes of the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA). 
 
Public Water System Supervision 
The objective of these grants is to provide financial assistance to eligible States and Tribes (those that have Primary 
Enforcement Responsibility for the Public Water System Supervision Program, or are developing such a program), for the 
conduct of their Public Water Systems Supervision (PWSS) Program. In cases where a State or a Tribe do not have, or are 
not developing, a Primary Enforcement Responsibility program, EPA is authorized to use funds that would have 
otherwise been made available to the State or the Tribe to assist it in direct implementation of the PWSS program. The 
fundamental goal of the PWSS Program, and the grants, is to ensure that water systems comply with the National 
Primary Drinking Water Regulations listed in 40 CFR 141. States, territories, and Indian Tribes that receive PWSS grants 
are to use them to ensure that drinking water systems, of all types, and of all sizes: (1) that are currently in compliance 
with the drinking water regulations, remain in compliance, (2) that are not currently in compliance, achieve compliance, 
and (3) are preparing to comply with any new drinking water regulation that will be taking effect in FY06. 
 
Capitalization Grants for Drinking Water State Revolving Funds 
Grants are made to States and Puerto Rico to capitalize their Drinking Water State Revolving Funds (DWSRFs) which will 
provide a long-term source of financing for the costs of drinking water infrastructure. Grants are also made to the 
District of Columbia, U.S. Territories (Virgin Islands, Mariana Islands American Samoa, and Guam) and Indian Tribes. 
 
State Grants to Reimburse Operators of Small Water Systems for Training and Certification Costs 
This grant program was established as a one-time grant to states and U.S. territories to train and certify small drinking 
water system operators. Indian tribes and Alaska Native Villages may be eligible to receive funding through state 
programs if they are subject to state operator certification program requirements. 
 
Tribal Resource Directory Water & Wastewater Treatment 
This directory is a searchable catalog of over thirty federal and non-federal programs that offer funding and technical 
support for tribal drinking water and wastewater systems. 
 
Underground Injection Control (UIC) Program 
To foster development and implementation of underground injection control (UIC) programs under the Safe Drinking 
Water Act (SDWA). The objective of the grant program is to provide financial assistance, to eligible States and Tribes, for 
the implementation of their UIC Program. The fundamental goal of the program, and the grants, is to ensure that 
underground sources of drinking water are protected from endangering injection activities. 
 
Clean Water Indian Set-Aside Grant Program 
To provide funding for the planning, design, and construction of wastewater projects for Indian tribes. 
 
Wastewater Operator Training Grant Program (Technical Assistance) 
To substantially enhance the proficiency of personnel engaged in the operations and maintenance of treatment works 
and related activities by financing pilot programs. 
 
Capitalization Grants for Clean Water State Revolving Funds 
To create State Revolving Funds (SRFs) through a program of capitalization grants to States which will provide a long 
term source of State financing for construction of wastewater treatment facilities and implementation of other water 
quality management activities (see CFDA 66.418). 
 
Water Pollution Control Program Grants (Section 106 of the Clean Water Act) 
https://www.epa.gov/grants  

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2002-title40-vol1/content-detail.html
https://www.cfda.gov/index?s=program&mode=form&tab=step1&id=dc61dc54f9305bcb9ce7117edae505e6
https://www.epa.gov/grants
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To assist States (including territories, the District of Columbia, and Indian Tribes qualified under CWA Section 518(e)), 
and interstate agencies in establishing and maintaining adequate measures for prevention and control of surface and 
ground water pollution from both point and nonpoint sources. 
 

 
 
Water Quality Cooperative Agreements 
To assist States, Indian Tribes, interstate agencies, and other public or nonprofit organizations in developing, 
implementing, and demonstrating innovative approaches relating to the causes, effects, extent, prevention, reduction, 
and elimination of water pollution through both permitted and non-permitted areas. 
 
Water Security Training and Technical Assistance 
The objective of this grant program is to improve water infrastructure security through training and technical assistance 
for water utilities. 
 
Assessment and Watershed Protection Program Grants 
To support the coordination and acceleration of research, investigations, experiments, training, demonstrations, 
surveys, and studies relating to the causes, effects (including health and welfare effects), extent, prevention, reduction, 
and elimination of water pollution. The two main goals of the Assessment and Watershed Protection Program Grants 
(AWPPGs) include supporting a watershed approach to better address water quality problems in the U.S. and building 
the capacity of all levels of government to develop and implement effective, comprehensive programs for watershed 
protection, restoration, and management. 
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Targeted Watershed Grants 
To support innovative, community-based watershed approaches aimed at preventing, reducing, or eliminating water 
pollution. The Targeted Watersheds Grant Program provides resources in the form of grants, tools, training, and 
technical expertise and assistance to communities to bolster their efforts to expand and improve existing water 
protection measures. 
 
Nonpoint Source Implementation Grants 
To assist States, the District of Colombia, American Samoa, Guam, Northern Marianas, Puerto Rico, Pacific Trust 
Territories, Virgin Islands (hereinafter referred to as States), and qualified Indian Tribes and intertribal consortia in 
implementing EPA-approved Section 319 nonpoint source management programs. 
 
Wetland Program Grants – State/Tribal Environmental Outcome Wetland Demonstration Program 
To assist State and Tribal government agencies protect, manage, and restore wetlands. 
 
Regional Wetland Program Development Grants 
To assist State, Tribal, local government (S/T/LG) agencies, and interstate/intertribal entities build capacity to protect, 
manage, and restore wetlands. 
 
National Wetland Program Development Grants 
To assist State, Tribal, and local government (S/T/LG) agencies, and interstate/intertribal entities, build capacity to 
protect, manage, and restore wetlands. 
 
Five Star Restoration Matching Grants Program 
Supports community-based wetland, riparian, and coastal habitat restoration projects that build diverse partnerships 
and foster local natural resource stewardship through education, outreach and training activities 
 
Water Pollution Control Program Grants (Section 106 of the Clean Water Act) 
https://www.epa.gov/water-pollution-control-section-106-grants 
To assist States (including territories, the District of Columbia, and Indian Tribes qualified under CWA Section 518(e)), 
and interstate agencies in establishing and maintaining adequate measures for prevention and control of surface and 
ground water pollution from both point and nonpoint sources. 
 
  

https://www.epa.gov/water-pollution-control-section-106-grants
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Water Protection Grants to the States 
https://www.epa.gov/grants 
The objective of this grant program is to assist States, Territories, and possessions of the United States with critical water 
infrastructure protection. 
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Water Quality Cooperative Agreements [Section 104(b)(3)] 
https://www.epa.gov/grants  
To assist States, Indian Tribes, interstate agencies, and other public or nonprofit organizations in developing, 
implementing, and demonstrating innovative approaches relating to the causes, effects, extent, prevention, reduction, 
and elimination of water pollution through both permitted and non-permitted areas.  
 

 
 
  

https://www.epa.gov/grants
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Water Security Training and Technical Assistance 
https://www.epa.gov/grants 
The objective of this grant program is to improve water infrastructure security through training and technical assistance 
for water utilities. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.epa.gov/grants
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Wetland Program Grants – State/Tribal Environmental Outcome Wetland Demonstration Program 
https://www.epa.gov/grants 
To assist State and Tribal government agencies protect, manage, and restore wetlands. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.epa.gov/grants
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US Department of Agriculture 
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Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/easements/acep/ 
The Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) provides financial and technical assistance to help conserve 
agricultural lands and wetlands and their related benefits. Under the Agricultural Land Easements component, NRCS 
helps American Indian tribes, state and local governments and non-governmental organizations protect working 
agricultural lands and limit non-agricultural uses of the land. Under the Wetlands Reserve Easements component, NRCS 
helps to restore, protect and enhance enrolled wetlands. 
 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/easements/acep/
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Agricultural and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) 
https://nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/agriculture-and-food-research-initiative-water-agriculture-challenge-area 
This AFRI Challenge Area addresses critical water resources issues such as drought, excess soil moisture, flooding, quality 
and others in an agricultural context. Funding will be used to develop management practices, technologies, and tools for 
farmers, ranchers, forest owners and managers, public decision makers, public and private managers, and citizens to 
improve water resource quantity and quality. The long-term goal of the AFRI Water for Agriculture Challenge Area is to 
tackle critical water issues by developing both regional systems for the sustainable use and reuse, flow and management 
of water, and at the watershed and farm scales, water issues focused on production and environmental sustainability 
efforts. Project types supported within this Challenge area are multi-function Integrated Research, Education, and/or 
Extension Projects and Food and Agricultural Enhancement (FASE) Grants. Who Is Eligible to Apply:  
1862 Land-Grant Institutions, 1890 Land-Grant Institutions, 1994 Land-Grant Institutions, For-profit Organizations Other 
Than Small Businesses, Hispanic-Serving Institutions, Individuals, Native American Tribal Orgs, not Federally recognized 
Tribal Governments, Nonprofits with 501(c)(3) IRS status, other than Institutions of Higher Ed, Nonprofits without 
501(c)(3) IRS status, other than Institutions of Higher Ed, Other or Additional Information (See below), Private 
Institutions of Higher Ed, Small Business, State Agricultural Experiment Stations, State Controlled Institutions of Higher 
Ed 
 

 

https://nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/agriculture-and-food-research-initiative-water-agriculture-challenge-area
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/1862-land-grant-institutions
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/1890-land-grant-institutions
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/1994-land-grant-institutions
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/profit-organizations-other-small-businesses
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/profit-organizations-other-small-businesses
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/hispanic-serving-institutions
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/individuals
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/native-american-tribal-orgs-not-federally-recognized-tribal-governments
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/native-american-tribal-orgs-not-federally-recognized-tribal-governments
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/nonprofits-501c3-irs-status-other-institutions-higher-ed
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/nonprofits-without-501c3-irs-status-other-institutions-higher-ed
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/nonprofits-without-501c3-irs-status-other-institutions-higher-ed
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/other-or-additional-information-see-below
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/private-institutions-higher-ed
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/private-institutions-higher-ed
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/small-business
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/state-agricultural-experiment-stations
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/state-controlled-institutions-higher-ed
https://nifa.usda.gov/grant-eligibility/state-controlled-institutions-higher-ed
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Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/cig/ 
Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) are competitive grants that stimulate the development and adoption of innovative 
approaches and technologies for conservation on agricultural lands. CIG uses Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) funds to award competitive grants to non-Federal governmental or nongovernmental organizations, American 
Indian Tribes, or individuals. Producers involved in CIG funded projects must be EQIP eligible. Through CIG, NRCS 
partners with public and private entities to accelerate technology transfer and adopt promising technologies. These new 
technologies and approaches address some of the Nation's most pressing natural resources concerns. CIG benefits 
agricultural producers by providing more options for environmental enhancement and compliance with Federal, State, 
and local regulations. 
 

 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/cig/
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Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/index The 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is a land conservation program administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). In 
exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove environmentally sensitive land 
from agricultural production and plant species that will improve environmental health and quality. Contracts for land 
enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length. The long-term goal of the program is to re-establish valuable land cover to 
help improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. 
 

 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-enhancement/index 
The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is an offshoot of the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), the 
country’s largest private-land conservation program. Administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA), CREP targets high-
priority conservation issues identified by local, state, or tribal governments or non-governmental organizations. In 
exchange for removing environmentally sensitive land from production and introducing conservation practices, farmers, 
ranchers, and agricultural land owners are paid an annual rental rate. Participation is voluntary, and the contract period 
is typically 10–15 years, along with other federal and state incentives as applicable per each CREP agreement. 
 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-enhancement/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/index
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Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/csp/ 
The Conservation Stewardship Program helps agricultural producers maintain and improve their existing conservation 
systems and adopt additional conservation activities to address priority resources concerns. Participants earn CSP 
payments for conservation performance - the higher the performance, the higher the payment. Through CSP, 
participants take additional steps to improve resource condition including soil quality, water quality, water quantity, air 
quality, and habitat quality, as well as energy. CSP provides two types of payments through five-year contracts: annual 
payments for installing new conservation activities and maintaining existing practices; and supplemental payments for 
adopting a resource-conserving crop rotation. Producers may be able to renew a contract if they have successfully 
fulfilled the initial contract and agree to achieve additional conservation objectives. Payments are made soon as 
practical after October 1 of each fiscal year for contract activities installed and maintained in the previous year. 
 

 

 
 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/csp/
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Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP) 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/crp_consv_contin.pdf 
Encourages farmers to convert highly erodible land or other environmentally sensitive land to vegetative cover, filter 
strips, or riparian buffers; Farmers receive annual rental payments. 
 

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/crp_consv_contin.pdf
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Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWP) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/landscape/ewpp/ 
Through the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) program, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) can help communities address watershed impairments that pose imminent threats to lives 
and property. If your land has suffered damage due to flood, fire, drought, windstorm, or other natural occurrence, 
please contact your local authorities and/or your local NRCS office to find out if you qualify for the EWP program. 

 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/landscape/ewpp/
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Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip/ 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ia/programs/financial/eqip/ 
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary program that provides financial and technical 
assistance to agricultural producers to plan and implement conservation practices that improve soil, water, plant, 
animal, air and related natural resources on agricultural land and non-industrial private forestland. EQIP may also help 
producers meet Federal, State, Tribal, and local environmental regulations. EQIP applications are accepted on a 
continuous basis, however, NRCS establishes application “cut-off” or submission deadline dates for evaluation, ranking 
and approval of eligible applications. EQIP is open to all eligible agricultural producers and submitted applications may 
be considered or evaluated in multiple funding pool opportunities. Each district conservationist working with a local 
work group has established local resource concerns, practices, and an application ranking process to prioritize 
applications for funding. Applications for EQIP are accepted on a continuous basis. However, each locality has a cutoff 
date for ranking applications. A second statewide cutoff date to rank additional new applications has been established. 
NRCS may establish local, minimum ranking cutoff levels for funding selection. Use the “Link to County EQIP 
Information” for details on the county EQIP information. 
 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ia/programs/financial/eqip/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ia/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=nrcs142p2_007976
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ia/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=nrcs142p2_007976
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Farmable Wetland Program 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ia/newsroom/factsheets/?cid=nrcs142p2_008530 
This is a voluntary program to restore farmable wetlands and associated buffers by improving hydrology and vegetation. 
 

 
 
Federal Funding Sources for Rural Areas 
https://www.nal.usda.gov/ric/funding-resources 
The Rural Information Center has a web site for searching for rural funding opportunities. This spotlights: (1) Federal 
Funding Sources for Rural Areas Database; (2) Rural Development; (3) A Guide to Funding Resources; (4)  Grants.gov; (5) 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ia/newsroom/factsheets/?cid=nrcs142p2_008530
https://www.nal.usda.gov/ric/funding-resources
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Office of the Currency Customer Assistance; (6) Federal Faith-Based Centers and Community Initiatives; (7) Grant 
Writing Resources. 
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Forestry Incentives Program 
http://srs.fs.usda.gov/econ/data/forestincentives/ia.htm (Forest Incentive Programs) 
Federal and State level Forest Incentive Programs Available in Iowa: 
 

 

 
 
  

http://srs.fs.usda.gov/econ/data/forestincentives/ia.htm
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Forest Stewardship Program (Federal) 
https://www.fs.fed.us/managing-land/forest-stewardship/program 
The Forest Stewardship Program encourages long-term stewardship of important State and private forest landscapes, by 
assisting landowners to more actively manage their forest and related resources. The Program provides assistance to 
owners of forest land and other lands where good stewardship, including agroforestry applications, will enhance and 
sustain the long term productivity of multiple forest resources and produce healthy, resilient forest landscapes. Special 
attention is given to landowners in landscape areas identified by State Forest Action Plans and those new to, or in the 
early stages of managing their land in a way that embodies multi-resource stewardship principles. The program provides 
landowners with professional planning and technical assistance they need to keep their land in a productive and healthy 
condition. Assistance offered through the Forest Stewardship Program also provides landowners with enhanced access 
to other USDA conservation programs, forest certification programs, and forest product and ecosystem service markets.  
 
Conservation Reserve Program (Federal) 
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/crp.shtml (Conservation Reserve Program) 
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is a voluntary program that offers long term rental payments and cost share 
assistance to farmers establishing permanent vegetative cover on environmentally sensitive cropland. Vegetative cover 
reduces soil erosion, improves water quality, and enhances or establishes wildlife habitat. When trees are employed as 
the cover crop, not only are these conservation objectives obtained, but timber, one of our most valuable natural 
resources can be produced. Trees provide an excellent cover which farmers often maintain well beyond the CRP rental 
period. Once established, trees require very little care and increase greatly in value after the 10 year CRP rental period is 
over. In the long term, trees are more likely to produce sustainable environmental benefits than other cover crops. 
 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (Federal) 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip/The Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) assists private landowners, helping them to address natural resource problems which 
threaten environmental quality. Cost share is a proven means of overcoming landowner reluctance to make long term 
investments in public goods. First, EQIP compensates landowners for the lack of market incentive to invest in public 
goods, such as watershed and wildlife protection. Second, it encourages landowners to make long term investments in 
maintaining the natural resource base (particularly land management practices capable of arresting or reversing damage 
to environmentally sensitive areas). The program targets watersheds, regions, and areas of special environmental 
sensitivity or other areas facing significant soil, water or related natural resources concerns. By encouraging voluntary 
landowner participation in these areas, EQIP supports the development and implementation of conservation plans in 
critical areas. Developed in cooperation with professional resource managers, the plans encompass both scientific 
management principles, and landowner objectives. 
 
Forest Land Enhancement Program (Federal) 
http://www.fs.fed.us/ucf/about_related.shtml (Forestland Enhancement Program) 
Encourages the long-term sustainability of non-industrial private forest lands by establishing, restoring, protecting, 
managing, maintaining, and enhancing forestland. 
 
Forest Legacy Program (Federal) 
http://www.fs.fed.us/cooperativeforestry/programs/loa/flp.shtml (Forest Legacy) 
The Forest Legacy program protects “working forests” those that protect water quality, provide habitat, forest products, 
opportunities for recreation and other public benefits. 
 
Property tax (State) 
http://srs.fs.usda.gov/econ/data/forestincentives/summary-iowa.htm (Property Tax) 
Forest Reserve Iowa State Code, Chapter 427C, Section 427C.1-427C.13 – Permanent forest reservations given an 
indefinite exemption for forest protection and game cover. 
 
Iowa Resource Enhancement and Protection Program (State) 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/REAP/history.html (REAP) 

https://www.fs.fed.us/managing-land/forest-stewardship/program
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/crp.shtml
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip/
http://www.fs.fed.us/ucf/about_related.shtml
http://www.fs.fed.us/cooperativeforestry/programs/loa/flp.shtml
http://srs.fs.usda.gov/econ/data/forestincentives/summary-iowa.htm
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/REAP/history.html
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REAP stands for Resource Enhancement and Protection. It is a program in the State of Iowa that invests in, as its name 
implies, the enhancement and protection of the state's natural and cultural resources. Iowa is blessed with a diverse 
array of natural and cultural resources, and REAP is likewise diverse and far reaching. Depending on the individual 
programs, REAP provides money for projects through state agency budgets or in the form of grants. Several aspects of 
REAP also encourage private contributions that help accomplish program objectives. 
 
Iowa Conservation Collaboration Grants 
https://grantbulletin.research.uiowa.edu/nrcs-iowa-conservation-collaboration-grants 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), an agency under the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), is announcing potential availability of grants for the purpose of leveraging NRCS resources, addressing local 
natural resource issues, encouraging collaboration and developing state and community level conservation leadership. 
Proposals will be accepted from Iowa. The purpose of Conservation Collaboration Grants will be to leverage NRCS and 
partner resources to: (1) Build soil health on cropland. (2) Improve environmental and economic performance of 
grasslands. (3) Provide habitat for local wildlife species of concern as identified in the Iowa Wildlife Action Plan. (4) 
Reduce the net emissions of greenhouse gasses associated with agriculture. (5) Support the Iowa Nutrient Reduction 
Strategy. Emphasis will be placed on projects that: (1) Build technical capacity of NRCS and partner field conservation 
employees. (2) Build the capacity of local watershed groups to develop and implement effective projects. (3) Leverage 
non-Federal and non-government resources to achieve positive natural resources conservation outcomes. NRCS will 
accept proposals under this notice for single or multiyear projects, not to exceed three years, submitted by eligible 
entities based in or with substantial operations in Iowa. Eligible entities include Indian Tribes, State and local units of 
government, non-governmental organizations, and institutions of higher learning. Proposals will be screened for 
completeness and compliance with the provisions of this notice. Incomplete and/or noncompliant proposals will be 
eliminated from competition, and notification of elimination will be sent to the applicant. Complete proposals received 
by applicable deadlines will be evaluated based on the Proposal Evaluation Criteria identified in the instructions. 
Evaluated proposals will be forwarded to the NRCS State Conservationist who will make the final selections. 
 

 

https://grantbulletin.research.uiowa.edu/nrcs-iowa-conservation-collaboration-grants
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Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative (MRBI) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/home/?cid=STELPRDB1048200 
Through the Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative (MRBI), NRCS and partners work with producers and 
landowners to implement voluntary conservation practices that improve water quality, restore wetlands, enhance 
wildlife habitat and sustain agricultural profitability in the Mississippi River basin. The 13-state initiative builds on the 
cooperative work of NRCS and its conservation partners in the basin, and offers agricultural producers in priority 
watersheds the opportunity for voluntary technical and financial assistance. 
 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/home/?cid=STELPRDB1048200
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National Institute of Food and Agriculture Grants 
https://nifa.usda.gov/page/search-grant 
Search the NIFA website for all competitive Request for Applications (RFAs). 
 

 

https://nifa.usda.gov/page/search-grant
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National Institute of Food and Agriculture Grants - Small Business Innovation Research Program 
https://nifa.usda.gov/program/small-business-innovation-research-program-sbir 
The Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program at the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) offers 
competitively awarded grants to qualified small businesses to support high quality, advanced concepts research related 
to important scientific problems and opportunities in agriculture that could lead to significant public benefits. 
 

 

https://nifa.usda.gov/program/small-business-innovation-research-program-sbir
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National Water Quality Initiative 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/programs/financial/eqip/?&cid=STELPRDB1047761 
Streams and lakes throughout the country are impaired because of excess nitrogen, phosphorus, pathogens and 
sediment from urban areas, industries, farms and ranches, and other sources. Through the National Water Quality 
Initiative (NWQI), NRCS and partners work with producers and landowners to implement voluntary conservation 
practices that improve water quality in high-priority watersheds while maintaining agricultural productivity. NRCS works 
closely with conservation partners to select priority watersheds where on-farm conservation investments will deliver the 
greatest water quality improvements. NWQI is designed to help individual agricultural producers take actions to reduce 
the loss of sediment, nutrients and pathogens into waterways where water quality is a critical concern. The goal of 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/programs/financial/eqip/?&cid=STELPRDB1047761


 
58 

NWQI is to implement conservation practices in sufficient quantity in a concentrated area so that agriculture no longer 
contributes to the impairment of water bodies within these priority watersheds. To achieve these goals, NRCS will work 
with landowners to implement conservation practices such as nutrient management, cover crops, conservation cropping 
systems, filter strips, terraces and buffers. The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) funds this assistance, 
and in some cases, is leveraged by funds from local and state partners. 
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Public Law 83-566 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/landscape/wsp/ 
Contains authority to improve water quality as well as control flooding, reduce soil erosion, provide recreation, and 
provide a water supply. 
 

 
 
Public Law 78-534 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/technical/econ/?cid=nrcs143_009731 
Permanent practices built for the purpose of erosion and flood control in the Little Sioux River basin. 
 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/landscape/wsp/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/technical/econ/?cid=nrcs143_009731
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Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/technical/nra/nri/?&cid=nrcs143_013723 
http://www.iowaleaguercd.org/iowa-rc-ds 
RC & D areas are locally sponsored areas designated by the Secretary of Agriculture for Resource Conservation and 
Development technical and financial assistance program funds. The purpose of the Resource Conservation and 
Development Program is to accelerate the conservation, development and utilization of natural resources, improve the 
general level of economic activity, and to enhance the environment and standard of living in authorized RC & D areas. 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service can provide grants for land conservation, water management, community 
development, and environmental needs in authorized RC & D areas. There are nine Resource Conservation & 
Development (RC&D) organizations in Iowa. Though each organization focuses on a specific region of counties, an 
RC&D’s reach can extend to other counties on a project by project basis. RC&Ds play the important role of building 
stronger local businesses and communities while protecting and enhancing natural resources. To do this, RC&Ds work 
with individuals, communities, businesses, and other nonprofit organizations to develop creative projects to address 
local needs and concerns. These projects might involve working with area farmers and consumers on local food projects, 
promoting local communities to area travelers, or connecting local residents to natural areas and other regional assets. 
RC&D organizations also provide a variety of services including revolving loan programs, GIS services, grant writing and 
administration, and fiscal management. Each RC&D organization is governed by a local board of directors that provides 
the direction and perspectives for the organization’s work. 
 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/technical/nra/nri/?&cid=nrcs143_013723
http://www.iowaleaguercd.org/iowa-rc-ds
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Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/farmbill/rcpp/ 
The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) promotes coordination between NRCS and its partners to deliver 
conservation assistance to producers and landowners. NRCS provides assistance to producers through partnership 
agreements and through program contracts or easement agreements. RCPP combines the authorities of four former 
conservation programs – the Agricultural Water Enhancement Program, the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Program, the 
Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative and the Great Lakes Basin Program. Assistance is delivered in 
accordance with the rules of EQIP, CSP, ACEP and HFRP; and in certain areas the Watershed Operations and Flood 
Prevention Program. 
 

 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/farmbill/rcpp/
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Water and Waste Disposal Loans and Grants (water, sewer) USDA Rural Development 
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-technical-assistance-training-grants 
This program helps qualified, private non-profits provide technical assistance and training to (a) identify and evaluate 
solutions to water and waste problems; (b) assist applicants in preparing applications for water and waste disposal 
loans/grants; and (c) assist associations in improving operation and maintenance of existing water and waste facilities in 
eligible rural areas. Who may apply? Any non-profits that have the proven ability, background, experience and capacity 
to provide technical assistance or training on a national, regional or state basis may apply. What is an eligible area? Rural 
areas and towns with 10,000 or fewer people, and Tribal Lands in rural areas 
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-technical-assistance-training-grants
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Watershed Improvement Review Board (WIRB) 
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/IWIRB/iwirbWhoAreWe.asp 
The Watershed Improvement Review Board (WIRB) was established in 2005 by the Iowa Legislature to provide grants to 
watershed and water quality projects. The Board is comprised of representatives from agriculture, drinking water and 
wastewater utilities, environmental organizations, agribusiness, the conservation community along with two state 
senators and two state representatives. The Board is administered by the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship—Division of Soil Conservation. Funds to support projects that will improve water quality or prevent 
flooding as part of a watershed effort. New in 2013, a portion of the funds will be directed to support for projects 
associated with the Water Quality Initiative. 
 

 
 

  

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/IWIRB/iwirbWhoAreWe.asp
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Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/landscape/wfpo/?cid=nrcs143_008271 
The Watershed and Flood Prevention Operations (WFPO) Program (Watershed Operations) includes the Flood 
Prevention Operations Program authorized by the Flood Control Act of 1944 (P.L. 78-534) and the provisions of the 
Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act of 1954 (P.L. 83-566). The Flood Control Act originally authorizes the 
Secretary of Agriculture to install watershed improvement measures in 11 watersheds, also known as pilot watersheds, 
to reduce flood, sedimentation, and erosion damage; improve the conservation, development, utilization, and disposal 
of water; and advance the conservation and proper utilization of land. The Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention 
Act provides for cooperation between the Federal government and the States and their political subdivisions in a 
program to prevent erosion, floodwater, and sediment damage; to further the conservation, development, utilization, 
and disposal of water; and to further the conservation and proper utilization of land in authorized watersheds. 
 

 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/landscape/wfpo/?cid=nrcs143_008271
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US Department of Defense 
Planning Assistance to the States (Corps) 
https://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Project-Partnership-Agreements/templates_pas/ 
States, local governments and Native American Tribes often have needs in planning for water and related resources of a 
drainage basin or larger region of a state, for which the Corps of Engineers has expertise. The needed planning 
assistance is determined by the individual States and Tribes. Typical studies are only undertaken at the planning level of 
detail; they do not include detailed design for project construction. The studies generally involve the analysis of existing 
data for planning purposes using standard engineering techniques although some data collection is often necessary. 
Most studies become the basis for State or Tribal and local planning decisions. State, local government and Tribal 
officials who are interested in obtaining planning assistance under this Program can contact the appropriate USACE 
office for further details. Alternatively, interested parties can contact the appropriate State or Tribal Planning Assistance 
to States coordinator to request assistance. In either case, USACE will coordinate all requests for assistance with the 
State or Tribal Planning Assistance to States coordinator to ensure that studies are initiated on State or Tribal prioritized 
needs. 

 

 
Redwood Creek flow capacity study 

https://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Project-Partnership-Agreements/templates_pas/
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Section 1135 - Project Modification for Improvement of the Environment (Corps) 
http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/BusinessWithUs/OutreachCustomerService/EcosystemRestoration/Section1135.aspx 
Section 1135 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1986, as amended, provides authority for the Corps of 
Engineers to determine the need for project modifications in the structures and operations of Corps of Engineers 
projects for improving the environment in the public interest. Measures at other locations that have been affected by 
the construction or operation of the project can be undertaken, if such measures do not conflict with the authorized 
project purposes. The Corps of Engineers can assist in the restoration of degraded ecosystems through the modification 
of Corps of Engineers’ structures, operations, or implementation of measures in affected areas. The initial study is 100% 
federally funded up to $100,000. All planning costs after the first $100,000 are cost shared 50/50. All design and 
construction costs are cost shared 75% Federal and 25% non-Federal. The Federal cost limit is $5,000,000. The non-
Federal sponsor cost share can be a contribution of cash, Lands, Easements, Rights-of-way, Relocations, and Disposal 
areas (LERRDs), or work-in-kind. Work-in-kind may be provided subsequent to the execution of a Project Partnership 
Agreement (PPA), and the value may not exceed 80% of the non-Federal share. Formal assurance in the form of a 
Project Cooperation Agreement must be executed with the project sponsor. In addition, the project sponsor must 
normally agree to the following: Provide without cost to the United States all Lands, Easements, Rights-of-way, 
Relocations, and Disposal areas (LERRDs) necessary for the construction and subsequent maintenance of the project; 
Maintain and operate the project after completion without cost to the United States; Assume responsibility for all costs 
in excess of the Federal cost limitation of $5,000,000; If the value of the sponsor’s land contribution above does not 
equal or exceed 25 percent of the project cost, provide cash or work-in-kind contributions to make the sponsor’s total 
contribution equal to 25 percent.  
 

 

 

http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/BusinessWithUs/OutreachCustomerService/EcosystemRestoration/Section1135.aspx
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Section 204 - Beneficial Uses of Dredge Material (Corps) 
http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/BusinessWithUs/OutreachCustomerService/EcosystemRestoration/Section204.aspx 
Section 204 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1992, as amended, provides authority for the Corps of 
Engineers to restore, protect, and create aquatic and wetland habitats in connection with construction or maintenance 
dredging of an authorized Federal navigation project. The Corps of Engineers can create aquatic and wetland habitats in 
connection with construction or maintenance dredging of an authorized Federal navigation project. In the Rock Island 
District this authority applies only to the Mississippi River and Illinois Waterway. All project planning costs are 100% 
federally funded. Design and construction costs are cost shared 65% Federal and 35% non-Federal. The Federal cost limit 
is $5,000,000. The non-Federal sponsor cost share can be a contribution of cash or Lands, Easements, Rights-of-way, 
Relocations, and Disposal areas (LERRDs). No work-in-kind is allowed. Only the increased cost above the cost of the 
planned dredge disposal that would have been implemented without ecosystem restoration (referred to as the base 
plan) is cost shared. The sponsor pays 35% of the project costs above the base plan in a Section 204 project. Formal 
assurance in the form of a Project Partnership Agreement must be executed with the project sponsor. The project 
sponsor must normally agree to the following: Provide without cost to the United States all Lands, Easements, Rights-of-
way, Relocations, and Disposal areas (LERRDs) necessary for the construction and subsequent maintenance of the 
project; Maintain and operate the project after completion without cost to the United States; Assume responsibility for 
all costs in excess of the Federal cost limitation of $5,000,000; If the value of the sponsor’s land contribution above does 
not equal or exceed 35 percent of the project cost, provide cash or work-in-kind contributions to make the sponsor’s 
total contribution equal to 35 percent.  
 

 

 
 

http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/BusinessWithUs/OutreachCustomerService/EcosystemRestoration/Section204.aspx
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Section 205 – Small Flood Risk Management Projects (Corps) 
http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/BusinessWithUs/OutreachCustomerService/FloodRiskManagement/Section205.aspx 
Section 205 of the Flood Control Act of 1948, as amended, provides a continuing authority for the Corps of Engineers to 
develop and construct small flood control projects without the need of specific congressional authorization. A project is 
recommended for implementation only after a feasibility study clearly shows the engineering feasibility and economic 
justification of the improvement. Each project is limited to a Federal cost share of not more than $7 million. This Federal 
limitation includes all project-related costs for feasibility studies, planning, design, construction, and supervision and 
administration. The Small Flood Risk Management Project program provides local flood risk management by the 
construction or improvement of flood control works or non-structural measures. The types of studies and/or projects 
are tailored to be site specific. Typical flood risk management projects may include levees, floodwalls, impoundments, 
pumping stations, and channel modifications as well as non-structural measures. Non-structural measures reduce flood 
damages by changing the use of floodplains or by accommodating existing uses to the flood hazard. Examples include 
flood proofing, relocation of structures, and flood warning and preparedness systems. The Corps of Engineers oversees 
planning, design, and construction of flood risk management projects in close coordination with the project sponsor. 
Before the Federal Government can participate in implementing a flood risk management project, a planning study must 
be conducted to determine if the project is economically justified (benefits exceed the costs), technically feasible, and 
environmentally acceptable. Planning studies are typically conducted in two phases - reconnaissance and feasibility. 
Initial study is 100% federally funded up to $100,000. The remainder of the project is cost shared 65% Federal and 35% 
non-Federal. The sponsor must contribute 35 percent (minimum 5 percent cash) of the total project implementation 
cost as cash or Lands, Easements, Rights-of-way, Relocations, and Disposal areas (LERRDs). If the value of the LERRDs 
plus the cash contribution does not equal or exceed 35 percent of the project cost, the sponsor must pay the additional 
amount necessary so that the sponsor’s total contribution equals 35 percent of the project cost. Formal assurance in the 
form of a Project Partnership Agreement must be executed with the project sponsor. The Corps of Engineers would 
oversee project construction; however, once constructed, the operation and maintenance of the project would be the 
responsibility of the project sponsor. 

 

http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/BusinessWithUs/OutreachCustomerService/FloodRiskManagement/Section205.aspx
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Section 206 - Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration (Corps) 
http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/BusinessWithUs/OutreachCustomerService/EcosystemRestoration/Section206.aspx 
Section 206 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1996, as amended, provides authority for the Secretary of the 
Army to carry out an aquatic ecosystem restoration, and protection project. Such projects will usually include 
manipulation of the hydrology in and along bodies of water, including wetlands and riparian areas. A project is adopted 
for construction only after a detailed investigation determines that the project will improve the quality of the 
environment and is in the best interest of the public, and clearly shows the engineering feasibility and environmental 
justification for the improvement. Each project is limited to a Federal cost share of not more than $5 million. The Federal 
limitation includes all project-related costs for feasibility studies, planning, engineering, construction, and supervision 
and administration. The Corps of Engineers can carry out aquatic ecosystem restoration and protection projects. Such 
projects generally include manipulation of the hydrology in and along bodies of water, including wetlands and riparian 
areas. A project is adopted for construction only after a detailed investigation determines that the project will improve 
the quality of the environment and is in the best interest of the public. The initial study is 100% federally funded up to 
$100,000. All planning costs after the first $100,000 are cost shared 50/50. All design and construction costs are cost 
shared 65% Federal and 35% non-Federal. The Federal cost limit is $5,000,000. The non-Federal sponsor cost share can 
be a contribution of cash, Lands, Easements, Rights-of-way, Relocations, and Disposal areas (LERRDs) or work-in-kind. 
Work-in-kind may be provided subsequent to the execution of a Project Partnership Agreement (PPA). Formal assurance 
in the form of a Project Partnership Agreement must be executed with the project sponsor. The project sponsor 
normally agrees to the following: Provide without cost to the United States all LERRDs necessary for the construction 
and subsequent maintenance of the project; Maintain and operate the project after completion without cost to the 
United States; Assume responsibility for all costs in excess of the Federal cost limitation of $5,000,000; If the value of the 
sponsor’s land contribution above does not equal or exceed 35 percent of the project cost, provide cash or work-in-kind 
contributions to make the sponsor’s total contribution equal to 35 percent. 
 

 

http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/BusinessWithUs/OutreachCustomerService/EcosystemRestoration/Section206.aspx
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Section 208 – Clearing and Snagging of Waterways (Corps) 
http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/BusinessWithUs/OutreachCustomerService/FloodRiskManagement/Section208.aspx 
In the interest of flood control, the Corps of Engineers can conduct clearing, snagging, or channel excavation. Limited 
embankment construction can be provided by utilizing the materials from the cleaning operation. The Feasibility phase 
to determine Federal interest and viability of the project is normally limited to 12 months. The Feasibility phase is 100% 
Federally funded up to $100,000, with costs over $100,000 shared equally with the non-Federal sponsor. Design and 
Implementation phase follows Feasibility and is cost shared at 65% Federal and 35% non-Federal. Each project is limited 
to a total Federal cost of $500,000. This Federal limitation includes all project-related costs for planning, engineering, 
construction, and supervision and administration. Formal assurance in the form of a Project Partnership Agreement 
must be executed with the project sponsor. The Corps of Engineers would oversee project construction; however, once 
completed, the operation and maintenance of the project would be the responsibility of the project sponsor. The 
sponsor must contribute 35 percent of the total project implementation cost as cash (5% minimum) or Lands, 
Easements, Rights-of-way, Relocations, and Disposal areas (LERRDs). If the value of the LERRDs plus the cash 
contribution does not equal or exceed 35 percent of the project cost, the sponsor must pay the additional amount 
necessary so that the sponsor’s total contribution equals 35 percent of the project cost. 
 

 

http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/BusinessWithUs/OutreachCustomerService/FloodRiskManagement/Section208.aspx
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Section 14 – Emergency Streambank and Shoreline Protection 
http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/BusinessWithUs/OutreachCustomerService/FloodRiskManagement/Section14.aspx 
The Corps of Engineers is authorized to construct bank protection works to protect endangered highways, highway 
bridge approaches, and other essential, important public works, such as municipal water supply systems and sewage 
disposal plants, churches, hospitals, schools, and non-profit public services and known cultural sites that are endangered 
by flood-caused bank or shoreline erosion. Privately owned property and facilities are not eligible for protection under 
this authority. The first $100,000 of the Planning Design Analysis (PDA) phase (normally limited to 12 months) is a 
Federal expense. All PDA costs after the first $100,000 are cost shared 50/50. All construction costs are cost shared 65% 
Federal and 35% non-Federal. Each project is limited to a total Federal cost of $1.5 million. Formal assurance in the form 
of a Project Partnership Agreement must be executed with the project sponsor. The Corps of Engineers would oversee 
project construction; however, once constructed, the operation and maintenance of the project would be the 
responsibility of the project sponsor. The sponsor must contribute 35 percent of the total project implementation cost 
as cash or Lands, Easements, Rights-of-way, Relocations, and Disposal areas (LERRDs). If the value of the LERRDs plus the 
cash contribution does not equal or exceed 35 percent of the project cost, the sponsor must pay the additional amount 
necessary so that the sponsor’s total contribution equals 35 percent of the project cost. 
 

 

http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/BusinessWithUs/OutreachCustomerService/FloodRiskManagement/Section14.aspx
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Upper Mississippi River System Environmental Management Projects - UMRS-EMP (Corps) 
http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/Missions/EnvironmentalProtectionandRestoration/UpperMississippiRiverRestoration.a
spx 
Congress authorized the Upper Mississippi River Restoration (UMRR) Program in the 1986 Water Resources 
Development Act to help address ecological needs on the Upper Mississippi River System (UMRS). Subsequent 
amendments have helped shape the two major elements of UMRR- the Habitat Rehabilitation and Enhancement 
Projects (HREPs) and the Long Term Resource Monitoring (LTRM). Together, HREPs and LTRM are designed to improve 
the environmental health of the UMRS and increase our understanding of its natural resources. The UMRR Program was 
formerly known as the Environmental Management Program (EMP). To work within a partnership among federal and 
state agencies and other organizations; to construct high-performing habitat restoration, rehabilitation projects; to 
produce state-of-the-art knowledge through monitoring, research, and assessment; to engage other organizations to 
accomplish the Upper Mississippi River Restoration Program's vision. 
 

 

http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/Missions/EnvironmentalProtectionandRestoration/UpperMississippiRiverRestoration.aspx
http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/Missions/EnvironmentalProtectionandRestoration/UpperMississippiRiverRestoration.aspx
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US Department of the Interior 
https://www.doi.gov/ 

 

 

 

https://www.doi.gov/
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WaterSMART Water and Energy Efficiency Grants 
http://www.usbr.gov/watersmart/weeg/ 
Through the WaterSMART Grants (formerly Challenge Grants) Reclamation provides 50/50 cost share funding to 
irrigation and water districts, Tribes, States and other entities with water or power delivery authority. Projects should 
seek to conserve and use water more efficiently, increase the use of renewable energy, protect endangered species, or 
facilitate water markets. Projects are selected through a competitive process and the focus is on projects that can be 
completed within 24 months that will help sustainable water supplies in the western United States. 
 

 

 
 
Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund 
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/grants/grant-programs.html 
The following grant programs are funded through the Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund: (1) 
Conservation Grants; (2) Recovery Land Acquisition; (3)  Habitat Conservation Planning Assistance; (4) Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP) Land Acquisition. Eligibility criteria and the application process for each grant program is 
different. To learn more about each program, please contact the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service Endangered Species 

http://www.usbr.gov/watersmart/weeg/
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/grants/grant-programs.html
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grants specialist for Region 3 (Midwest) at 5600 American Blvd. West, Suite 990, Bloomington, MN 55437-1458 or at 
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/. 
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/


 
81 

Fish and Wildlife Management Assistance 
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/fisheries/library/fact-ijfishassit.pdf 
Fish in rivers and coastal waters will move across boundaries of states and nations. Individual governments are unable to 
effectively manage or conserve these interjurisdictional fisheries. To coordinate actions of multiple governments, 
interjurisdictional organizations have been formed voluntarily, by treaty, or by act of Congress. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, through the Fish and Wildlife Management Assistance program, works cooperatively with these organizations to 
conserve, restore, and manage fish stocks and the habitat on which they depend. For example, the Mississippi River and 
its tributaries drain all or part of 30 U.S. states and 2 Canadian provinces. The river provides habitat for 241 species of 
fish, many of which, like sturgeon and paddlefish, migrate up and down the Mississippi River and its tributaries. The fish 
communities of the Mississippi basin have been degraded by habitat destruction, dams, pollution, exotic species, and 
overfishing. Interjurisdictional groups that address these common issues, include the Mississippi Interstate Cooperative 
Resource Association (MICRA), the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee (LMRCC), and the Upper Mississippi 
River Conservation Committee (UMRCC). 
 

 

 

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/fisheries/library/fact-ijfishassit.pdf
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Migratory Bird Conservation Partnerships 
http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants.php 
Bird conservation is not the job of just one program or agency. The Migratory Bird Program supports partnerships that 
work together towards the specific goal of undertaking conservation activities to benefit birds and their habitats.  
One of the ways we do this is by providing matching grants to partnerships of organizations, governments and 
individuals to carry out bird habitat conservation projects throughout the Western Hemisphere. Collectively, our bird 
habitat grant programs have affected well over 30 million acres of bird habitat in more than 36 countries throughout the 
hemisphere. 
 

 

 
 
The Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act (NMBCA)  
Grant Program funds projects promoting the conservation of neotropical migratory birds in the United States, Canada, 
Latin America and the Caribbean. Grants funded under the NMBCA program help partners to protect, research, monitor, 
and manage bird populations and habitat throughout birds' entire migratory life cycle, as well as to conduct law 
enforcement and community outreach and education. 
 
The North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA)  
http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/north-american-wetland-conservation-act.php 

http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/neotropical-migratory-bird-conservation-act.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/neotropical-migratory-bird-conservation-act/nmbca-project-summaries.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/north-american-wetland-conservation-act.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/north-american-wetland-conservation-act.php
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North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) grants increase bird populations and wetland habitat, while 
supporting local economies and American traditions such as hunting, fishing, birdwatching, family farming, and cattle 
ranching. Wetlands protected by NAWCA provide valuable benefits such as flood control, reducing coastal erosion, 
improving water and air quality, and recharging ground water. In the past two decades, the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act has funded 2,553 projects totaling $1.4 billion in grants. More than 5,000 partners have contributed 
another $2.9 billion in matching funds to affect 30.7 million acres of habitat. The NAWCA program provides matching 
grants to wetlands conservation projects in the United States, Canada, and Mexico. There is a Standard and a Small 
Grants Program. Both are competitive grants programs and require that grant requests be matched by partner 
contributions at no less than a 1-to-1 ratio.  
 

 

 

 
 

http://www.fws.gov/laws/lawsdigest/NAWCACT.HTML
http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/maps-of-grant-projects.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/north-american-wetland-conservation-act/standard-grants.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/north-american-wetland-conservation-act/small-grants.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/north-american-wetland-conservation-act/small-grants.php
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The Urban Conservation Treaty for Migratory Birds (Urban Bird Treaty)  
This is a program working with cities and partners to conserve migratory birds through education, hazard reductions, 
citizen science, conservation actions, and conservation and habitat improvement strategies in urban/suburban areas. 
Urban areas can become effective sanctuaries for birds and by restoring and conserving green-space, Urban Bird Treaty 
cities enhance urban areas for migratory birds that nest, overwinter, or migrate through municipal and urban/suburban 
neighborhoods as well as for citizens. 
 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
http://www.fws.gov/partnerships/nfwf.html 
http://www.nfwf.org/whatwedo/grants/Pages/home.aspx 
The nonprofit National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) was established by Congress in 1984 to support the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) mission to conserve fish, wildlife and plant species. Since then, NFWF and FWS have 
worked together to foster innovative partnerships with corporations, foundations, other federal agencies and non-profit 
organizations to generate new resources for conservation. From 1986 to 2012, NFWF leveraged $190 million in FWS-
appropriated funds into more than $770 million to support nearly 4,460 grants to 1,825 conservation partners in all 50 
states, the U.S. territories and in targeted international locations. In FY2012, NFWF awarded $6.8 million in FWS directly 
appropriated funds and $750,000 through other agreements, which is being leveraged by our partners into $68 million 
to support 155 projects benefiting our nation’s fish and wildlife resources. The FWS funds support targeted conservation 
efforts focusing on at-risk species, habitat enhancement and community-based stewardship. The partnership seeks to 
increase populations of targeted species by supporting the restoration of landscape-level habitats. Several areas of focus 
include southwest grasslands, northern Rockies migratory corridors, sea turtles, native trout, longleaf pine, early 
successional forests, and the Great Lakes watershed. NFWF manages a competitive challenge grant program for high-
priority conservation projects with a statutory non-Federal matching requirement of 1:1 for all federally appropriated 
dollars it awards; it has averaged 3:1 in recent years. This appropriation does not support NFWF’s administrative 
expenses, and all of the monies are targeted to on-the-ground conservation. The NFWF challenge grant model calls for 
multiple collaborators for each grant, which maximizes coordination, efficiency and leverage. Projects funded through 
the partnership are associated with specific initiatives that were developed with the Service and other Federal and non-
Federal experts. Each initiative has detailed outcomes, and all projects are evaluated on their ability to achieve 
established long-term conservation targets. By building outcome-based partnerships among conservation organizations, 
government, businesses, private organizations and individuals, NFWF stimulates new support for on-the-ground 
conservation – an important niche in conservation funding. 
 

 

http://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/urban-bird-treaty.php
http://www.fws.gov/partnerships/nfwf.html
http://www.nfwf.org/whatwedo/grants/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.nfwf.org/Pages/default.aspx
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Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program 
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/rockisland/pl/index.html 
Partners for Fish and Wildlife is a national U.S. Fish and Wildlife program that works with private landowners and other 
organizations to protect, enhance and restore important fish and wildlife habitats on private lands. 
 

 
 
Pittman-Robertson Program - Wildlife Restoration 
http://www.fedprogramsearch.com/cfda/wildlife_restoration.htm 
The Act provides funding for the selection, restoration, rehabilitation, and improvement of wildlife habitat; wildlife 
management research; wildlife population surveys and inventories; land acquisition, coordination; development of 
facilities; facilities and services for conducting a hunter education and safety program; and provisions for public use of 
wildlife resources. Some eligible activities include planting food plots for wildlife; posting boundaries on wildlife 
management areas; building roads and trails; controlling noxious vegetation; and providing public access to wildlife-
related recreation opportunities. Section 4(c) Hunter Education program could include training in the safe handling and 
use of firearms and archery equipment; hunter responsibilities and ethics; construction, operation, and maintenance of 
public shooting ranges; and basic wildlife management and identification. Approved activities include selection, 
restoration, rehabilitation, and improvement of wildlife habitat; wildlife management research; wildlife population 
surveys and inventories; land acquisition; coordination; development of facilities; facilities and services for conducting a 
hunter safety program; and provisions for public use of wildlife resources. Prohibited activities are law enforcement and 
public relations. Participation is limited to State, Commonwealth, or territorial agencies with lead management 
responsibility for fish and wildlife resources. States, Commonwealths, and territories must pass laws (assent legislation) 
for the conservation of wildlife, which include a prohibition against diversion of license fees paid by hunters for purposes 
other than the administration of the State, Commonwealth, or territorial fish and wildlife agency. 
 

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/rockisland/pl/index.html
http://www.fedprogramsearch.com/cfda/wildlife_restoration.htm
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Private Stewardship Program (USFWS) 
http://training.fws.gov/courses/csp/csp3115/resources/ESA_Folder/private_stewardship5_04.pdf 
Endangered and threatened species, as well as many other imperiled species, depend upon privately owned lands for 
their survival. Often the costs associated with implementing conservation actions for imperiled species are greater than 
a private landowner can undertake without assistance. Through the Private Stewardship Grants Program (PSGP), the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) provides financial assistance to individuals and groups to support voluntary 
conservation efforts on private lands for the benefit of imperiled species. Excluding land acquisition, the PSGP is open to 
a wide variety of projects. Typical projects may include managing nonnative competing species, implementing measures 
to minimize risk from disease, restoring streams that support imperiled species, or planting native vegetation to restore 
a rare plant community.  
 

 

http://training.fws.gov/courses/csp/csp3115/resources/ESA_Folder/private_stewardship5_04.pdf
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Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program (USFWS) 
http://wsfrprograms.fws.gov/Subpages/AboutUs/AboutUs1.htm 
The US Fish & Wildlife Service, Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program (WSFR) works with states, insular areas and 
the District of Columbia to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, their habitats, and the hunting, sport fishing and 
recreational boating opportunities they provide.  
 

 
 
  

http://wsfrprograms.fws.gov/Subpages/AboutUs/AboutUs1.htm
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Federal 
FEMA Grants 
http://www.fema.gov/grants 
This site contains information on preparedness grants funding provided by FEMA to state, local, territorial and Tribal 
governments in the form of non-disaster grants. Through preparedness grants, grant programs, support our citizens and 
first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, 
protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards. These grants support our grantees develop and 
sustain capabilities at the state and local, Tribal, and territorial levels and in our nation’s highest-risk transit systems, 
ports, and along our borders to prevent, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate terrorism and other 
high-consequence disasters and emergencies. 
 

 

http://www.fema.gov/grants
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Forest Land Enhancement Program (FLEP) 
https://www.affta.org/policy/issues/open-rivers-initiative/ 
Encourages the long-term sustainability of non-industrial private forest lands by establishing, restoring, protecting, 
managing, maintaining, and enhancing forestland 
 

 
 
  

https://www.affta.org/policy/issues/open-rivers-initiative/
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Healthy Watersheds Consortium 
http://www.usendowment.org/healthywatersheds.html 
The Healthy Watersheds Consortium Grant Program goal is to accelerate strategic protection of healthy, freshwater 
ecosystems and their watersheds. This goal will be achieved by (1) Funding key projects identified in existing watershed 
protection or conservation plans; (2) Building the sustainable organizational infrastructure, social support, and long-term 
funding commitments necessary to implement large-scale protection of healthy watersheds; and (3) Supporting 
innovative or catalytic projects that may accelerate or broadly advance the field of practice for watershed protection 
efforts. 
 

 
 
NOAA Open Rivers Initiative 
http://www.habitat.noaa.gov/pdf/ori_fact_sheet.pdf 
In 2005, NOAA created the Open Rivers Initiative, which provides communities with funding and technical guidance to 
carry out dam and barrier removal projects that restore local rivers and streams. The initiative is focused on community-
driven dam and river barrier removals, with the goal of enhancing watershed health and fostering sustainable 

http://www.usendowment.org/healthywatersheds.html
http://www.habitat.noaa.gov/pdf/ori_fact_sheet.pdf
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populations of migratory fish such as salmon, sturgeon, shad, river herring and American eel. Open Rivers Initiative 
projects also aim to improve public safety and enhance community vitality, while encouraging economic growth. 
 

 

 

 
 
NOAA Restoration Center 
http://www.habitat.noaa.gov/funding/index.html 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/habitat-conservation/resources-noaa-restoration-center-applicants 
http://www.habitat.noaa.gov/restoration/techniques/srrestoration.html 

http://www.habitat.noaa.gov/funding/index.html
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/habitat-conservation/resources-noaa-restoration-center-applicants
http://www.habitat.noaa.gov/restoration/techniques/srrestoration.html
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NOAA awards grants and cooperative agreements to support research and conservation initiatives coordinated by state 
and local governments, non-profits, colleges and universities. They offer resources to the grant applicants and grantees 
explaining the requirements in applying for and receiving federal funding. In addition, they offer information regarding 
stream & river restoration (i.e., assessment/planning/permitting, design/cost estimating, construction, river and stream 
restoration techniques, channel structural complexity, bank stabilization, riparian and wetland planting and seeding, 
dam removals, fish ways, and culvert removal or replacement). 
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State of Iowa 
IowaGrants.gov 
https://www.iowagrants.gov/index.do 
Iowa’s funding opportunity search and grant management system. IowaGrants.gov allows you to electronically apply for 
and manage grants received by the state of Iowa. Persons accessing the system for this purpose are required to register 
at IowaGrants.gov. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.iowagrants.gov/index.do
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Iowa League Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) 
https://greenandmain.org/sponsors/iowa-league-of-resource-conservation-development-inc/ 
There are nine Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) organizations in Iowa. Though each organization focuses 
on a specific region of counties, an RC&D’s reach can extend to other counties on a project by project basis. RC&Ds play 
the important role of building stronger local businesses and communities while protecting and enhancing natural 
resources. To do this, RC&Ds work with individuals, communities, businesses, and other nonprofit organizations to 
develop creative projects to address local needs and concerns. These projects might involve working with area farmers 
and consumers on local food projects, promoting local communities to area travelers, or connecting local residents to 
natural areas and other regional assets. RC&D organizations also provide a variety of services including revolving loan 
programs, GIS services, grant writing and administration, and fiscal management. Each RC&D organization is governed 
by a local board of directors that provides the direction and perspectives for the organization’s work. Policy on 
Assistance Requests: It is the policy of the Iowa League of RC&Ds that requests for assistance/action of the Iowa League 
of RC&Ds from individuals, private businesses, or communities meet the following criteria: (1) Have statewide impact or 
significance or at a minimum involve multiple RC&D Areas. (2) Have a resolution of support from the individual RC&D 
Board Council where the individual, business or community is located. Requests for assistance/action of the Iowa League 
of RC&Ds from state agencies or state organizations must have statewide impact or significance or at a minimum involve 
multiple RC&D Areas. 
 

 
 
Iowa's Water & Land Legacy (IOWA DNR, IDALS, IDOT, INHF, Department of Cultural Affairs) 
http://www.iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org/ 
Iowa's Water & Land Legacy (IWILL) Coalition is a diverse group of organizations, agencies and individuals working 
together in to fund the Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund. The Trust Fund will provide a much-
needed permanent and constitutionally protected funding source for conserving and enhancing water quality and 
natural areas in Iowa, including agricultural soils, fish and wildlife habitat, parks and trails. Once funded, the Trust Fund 
guarantees that money in the Trust be allocated to Natural Resources (23%), Soil Conservation & Water Protection 
(20%), Watershed Protection (14%), Iowa Resource Enhancement & Protection (13%), Local Conservation Partnerships 

https://greenandmain.org/sponsors/iowa-league-of-resource-conservation-development-inc/
http://www.iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org/
http://www.iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org/coalition-members
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(13%), Trails (10%), and Lake Restoration (7%). As a constitutionally protected fund, it prevents money in the fund 
from being diverted for other uses; providing reliable funding for clean water and watershed protection, conservation 
practices, and wildlife habitat, which will grow as the economy grows. 
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Iowa Tourism Grant Program 
http://www.traveliowa.com/aspx/media/industry_partners.aspx?itgrants=y 
The purpose of the Iowa Tourism Grant Program is to promote tourism in Iowa by funding tourism-related marketing 
initiatives and meetings, events and professional development efforts that benefit both local economies around the 
state and the state's economy. The Administrative rules that govern the program are in Iowa Administrative Code 
261.42. Eligibility: Applicants must be a tourism-related entity based in Iowa, including a nonprofit or for-profit 
organization, city, county, or regional government or planning organization. Funding: The awards range from $500 to 
$5,000 and require a 25% cash match. Applicants may submit two applications per grant cycle. Eligible Expenses: 
Expenses must directly relate to the implementation of a tourism-related marketing initiative, event, or professional 
development project and be incurred during the fiscal year in which funding is being requested. 
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.traveliowa.com/aspx/media/industry_partners.aspx?itgrants=y
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Keep Iowa Beautiful 
http://www.keepiowabeautiful.com/ 
Community beautification/enhancement in communities of 5,000 residents and under for beautification projects and 
derelict building renovation/removal Award amounts: Up to $5,000 for beautification or $25,000 for derelict building 
projects 
 

 
 
  

http://www.keepiowabeautiful.com/


 
107 

REAP Alliance 
http://reapalliance.org/sections/pages/4f0a3f820a73420013000003 
The Iowa REAP Alliance is a coalition of recreation, conservation, historical preservation, and sporting organizations 
dedicated to protecting Iowa’s Resource Enhancement and Protection Program, also known as “REAP”. This is done by 
educating the public and Iowa’s decision-makers on the benefits of this locally driven program. The REAP program 
invests in the enhancement and protection of the state’s diverse natural and cultural resources. Depending on the 
individual programs, REAP provides funding for projects through state agency budgets or in the form of grants. REAP 
funding encourages private, local and federal contributions and is often able to leverage state dollars by two to three 
times the original investment. The impact of REAP goes way beyond the outdoor recreation, parks and environmental 
education that it supports to benefits that effect Iowan’s everyday life, including: (1) Better water quality and safe 
drinking water supplies; (2) Agricultural soil conservation and productivity; (3) Revitalization of rural communities and 
economic development  
 

 

 

http://reapalliance.org/sections/pages/4f0a3f820a73420013000003


 
108 

 
Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund (RIIF) 
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/LSA/IssReview/2011/IRMAT001.PDF 
The Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund (RIIF), established in Iowa Code section 8.57(6), is the primary funding source for 
public infrastructure-related expenditures. All expenditures from the RIIF must comply with the vertical infrastructure 
definition. The code states that moneys in the RIIF shall be used as directed by the general assembly for public vertical 
infrastructure projects. Vertical infrastructure includes only land acquisition and construction; major renovation and 
major repair of buildings; all appurtenant structures; utilities; site development; recreational trails; and debt service 
payments on academic revenue bonds issued in accordance with chapter 262A for capital projects at board of regents 
institutions. Vertical infrastructure does not include routine, recurring maintenance or operational expenses or leasing 
of a building, appurtenant structure, or utility without a lease-purchase agreement. Projects that do not meet the 
definition of vertical infrastructure require language that not withstands the statutory definition. 
 

 

 
 
  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/LSA/IssReview/2011/IRMAT001.PDF
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Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education (SARE) 
http://www.sare.org/Grants 
http://www.northcentralsare.org/State-Programs/Iowa  (SARE – Iowa) 
SARE's mission is to advance—to the whole of American agriculture—innovations that improve profitability, stewardship 
and quality of life by investing in groundbreaking research and education. Since 1988, SARE has funded more than 5,000 
projects with grants for farmers, ranchers, extension agents and educators, researchers, nonprofits, students, 
communities and others.  
 

 
 

http://www.sare.org/Grants
http://www.northcentralsare.org/State-Programs/Iowa
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Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
Agricultural Drainage Well Closure Assistance Fund 
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/waterResources/agDrainageWellClosure.asp 
Provides 75 percent cost-share to landowners for alternative drainage in order to close ag drainage wells and protect 
groundwater quality. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/waterResources/agDrainageWellClosure.asp
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Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/waterResources/CREP.asp 
Levering USDA funds (4:1) to establish nitrate removal wetlands in 37 north-central Iowa counties with no cost to 
landowner 
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/waterResources/CREP.asp
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District Buffer Initiatives 
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/FieldServices/districtInitiatives.asp 
Funds for SWCDs to initiate, stimulate, and incentivize signup of USDA programs, specifically buffers. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/FieldServices/districtInitiatives.asp
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Integrated Farm and Livestock Management Demonstration Program (IFLM) 
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/waterResources/IFLM.asp 
Statewide farm demonstrations of best management practices for nutrient and pesticide management, air quality, and 
soil and water conservation. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/waterResources/IFLM.asp
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Iowa Financial Incentives Program (IFIP) 
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/FieldServices/financialAssistance.asp 
50 percent cost-share available to land owners through100 SWCDs for permanent soil conservation practices. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/FieldServices/financialAssistance.asp
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Mining Reclamation 
www.iowaagriculture.gov/FieldServices/waterQualityProtectionPractices.asp 
$2 million state and federal program (16:1 match) to reclaim abandoned surface coal mines at no cost to landowner. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/FieldServices/waterQualityProtectionPractices.asp
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No-Interest Loans 
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/FieldServices/noInterestLoans.asp 
State administered loans to landowners for permanent soil conservation practices. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/FieldServices/noInterestLoans.asp
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Soil and Water Enhancement Account – REAP Water Quality Improvement Projects 
www.iowaagriculture.gov/FieldServices/waterQualityProtectionProjects.asp 
Funds to support projects in SWCDs to provide water quality protection and improvement; 50-75 percent cost-share; 
May be used in conjunction with other funding sources such as Section 319, WIRB, IFIP, etc. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/FieldServices/waterQualityProtectionProjects.asp
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Soil and Water Enhancement Account – REAP Water Quality Improvement Practices 
www.iowaagriculture.gov/FieldServices/waterQualityProtectionPractices.asp 
50%-75% cost-share available to landowners through SWCDs for the implementation of water quality improvement, 
urban storm water, and forestry/native grasses practices. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/FieldServices/waterQualityProtectionPractices.asp
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State Revolving Loans (SRF) 
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/FieldServices/waterQualityLoanFund.asp 
Low interest loans provided by SWCDs to landowners for permanent water quality improvement practices; subset of 
IOWA DNR program 
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/FieldServices/waterQualityLoanFund.asp
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State Soil Conservation Committee Research and Demonstration Program 
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/requestForApplications.asp 
Provides funds to collaborative teams of scientists, farmers, institutions, organizations, and educators who are exploring 
sustainable agriculture and nonpoint pollution projects or education/demonstration projects 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/requestForApplications.asp


 
122 

Water Quality Initiative (Nutrient Reduction Strategy) 
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/requestForApplications.asp 
Focuses on adoption of practices outline in the science assessment that have the highest potential to provide nutrient 
load reductions to Iowa's water resources. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/requestForApplications.asp
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Watershed Development and Planning Assistance Grant (Development Grant) 
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/requestForApplications.asp 
To assist soil and water conservation districts develop effective watershed project applications for soil protection, water 
quality, and flood control projects. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/requestForApplications.asp
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Watershed Improvement Review Board (WIRB) 
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/IWIRB/iwirbQandA.asp 
The Watershed Improvement Review Board (WIRB) was established in 2005 by the Iowa Legislature to provide grants to 
watershed and water quality projects. The Board is comprised of representatives from agriculture, drinking water and 
wastewater utilities, environmental organizations, agribusiness, the conservation community along with two state 
senators and two state representatives. The Board is administered by the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship—Division of Soil Conservation. Funds to support projects that will improve water quality or prevent 
flooding as part of a watershed effort. New in 2013, a portion of the funds will be directed to support for projects 
associated with the Water Quality Initiative. 
 

 

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/IWIRB/iwirbQandA.asp
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Watershed Protection Fund Program (WSPF) 
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/waterResources/projectApplicationRequest.asp 
Funds to support projects in SWCDs to provide water quality protection, flood control, and soil erosion protection in 
priority watersheds; 50-75 percent cost-share; May be used in conjunction with other funding sources such as Section 
319, WIRB, IFIP, etc. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/waterResources/projectApplicationRequest.asp
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Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund (sewer) 
http://www.iowasrf.com/program/clean_water_loan_program/ 
Iowa’s Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) is the best choice to finance publicly owned wastewater treatment, 
sewer rehabilitation, replacement, and construction, and storm water quality improvements. Since 1989, the CWSRF has 
provided more than $1.4 billion in financing assistance for water pollution control. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowasrf.com/program/clean_water_loan_program/
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Dam Mitigation Grant 
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Things-to-Do/Canoeing-Kayaking/Low-Head-Dams 
The Iowa Legislature appropriated funds for fiscal year 2016 for the development of dam mitigation and water trail 
projects. A portion the funds are available competitively for dam mitigation cost-share grants. Dam owners and other 
eligible entities are encouraged to apply for cost-share assistance for projects that reduce recreational hazards and 
enhance aquatic species connectivity. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.iowadnr.gov/Things-to-Do/Canoeing-Kayaking/Low-Head-Dams
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Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (water) 
http://www.iowasrf.com/program/drinking_water_loan_program/ 
Iowa’s Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) is the best choice to finance the design and construction of 
drinking water systems to help ensure public health and provide safe drinking water for Iowans.  
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowasrf.com/program/drinking_water_loan_program/
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Fish Habitat Program 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/Fish-Habitat-Program 
Funding assistance is available to County Conservation Boards for land acquisition and development of fish habitat. 
 

 
 
Fish Iowa! Club / Mentor Effort Mini-Grants 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding 
Mini grants (up to $500; over two years) are available for local angling education programs that provide multiple 
experiences and/or an ongoing support network for beginning anglers. Programs must use Fish Iowa! and demonstrate 
local partnerships that can support efforts after the grant period (two years). Angling education can be part of a broader 
program or effort, but grant funds can only be used for fishing/fisheries-related programming. 
 

 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/Fish-Habitat-Program
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding
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Fishing Field Experience Mini-Grants 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/State-Conservation-and-Outdoor-Recreation-Plan 
Mini grants (up to $5 per participant, grant must not exceed $250) are available to help fund school fishing field 
experiences. The field experience must: occur at a site no more than 50 miles away from the school, and be part of a 
Fish Iowa! unit or course. Grants must be issued to accredited K-12 schools. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/State-Conservation-and-Outdoor-Recreation-Plan
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Habitat and Access Program 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/State-Conservation-and-Outdoor-Recreation-Plan 
The State launched a new pilot program in 2011 that provides habitat improvement funding to landowners. In turn, the 
landowners who voluntarily participate offer public hunting access on designated areas of their private land from Sept. 1 
- May 31 of each hunting season. 
 

 
 
Habitat Management Grants Program 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/State-Conservation-and-Outdoor-Recreation-Plan 
The Wildlife Diversity Program makes small grants available for habitat management projects directly related to wildlife 
diversity conservation. Approved projects will be funded on a single-year basis but can be submitted for additional 
funding in subsequent years (not to exceed 3 years in succession). Proposals will be accepted from any organization 
engaged in management for the benefit of wildlife conservation. Projects should be closely related to the goals of Iowa’s 
Wildlife Action Plan. Total grant allotment is $15,000 per year with $7,500 being the maximum amount available per 
proposal request. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/State-Conservation-and-Outdoor-Recreation-Plan
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/State-Conservation-and-Outdoor-Recreation-Plan
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Iowa DNR – Wildlife Diversity Program 
https://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/DNR-Staff-Offices/Wildlife-Diversity-Program 
The Iowa DNR's Wildlife Diversity program has three separate grant programs: 1) Habitat Management Grants, 2) Small 
Grants, and 3) State Wildlife Grants. Please read below for information about each program and instructions for 
submitting applications. 
 

 

 
 
  

https://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/DNR-Staff-Offices/Wildlife-Diversity-Program
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Iowa Archery in the Schools Foundation Equipment Grant Program 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Things-to-Do/Shooting-Sports/Archery-in-the-Schools-NASP 
This grant program was established to promote youth archery by providing the equipment needed to conduct National 
Archery in the Schools Program (NASP), international-style target archery programs. The equipment is usually provided 
as part of a “package” that includes all of the equipment needed to start an NASP program. 
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Things-to-Do/Shooting-Sports/Archery-in-the-Schools-NASP
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Iowa Scholastic Clay Target Grant Program 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Things-to-Do/Shooting-Sports/Clay-Target-Program-SCTP 
Schools starting a High School/Scholastic Clay Target Program are eligible to apply for a grant for up to $10,000 over a 
two-year period. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Things-to-Do/Shooting-Sports/Clay-Target-Program-SCTP
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Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/Land-Water-Conservation-Fund 
The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Program is a federally funded grant program that provides match funds 
of 50% for outdoor recreation area development and acquisition. Iowa's cities and counties are eligible to participate. 
Competition for LWCF funds is intense; but this program provides an excellent opportunity to develop a wide range of 
outdoor recreational projects that are in high demand. Popular projects in recent years have included skate parks, 
playgrounds, new and renovated swimming pools, sport complexes, campgrounds and multipurpose trails. Applicants 
are required to show a relationship between their project and State Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) 
priorities. 
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/Land-Water-Conservation-Fund
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On-Site Waste Water Assistance Program 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environment/WaterQuality/WatershedManagementAuthorities.aspx 
The On-Site Waste Water Assistance Program (OSWAP) offers low-interest loans through participating lenders to rural 
homeowners for the replacement of inadequate or failing septic systems. 
 

 

 

 
 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environment/WaterQuality/WatershedManagementAuthorities.aspx
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Place-Based Education Mini-Grants 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/State-Conservation-and-Outdoor-Recreation-Plan 
Mini-grants (up to $750) are available to schools to implement a place-based approach to learn about local aquatic 
resources/issues in coursework. 
 

 

 
 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/State-Conservation-and-Outdoor-Recreation-Plan
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Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) – City Parks and Open Spaces 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding 
This money is available to cities through competitive grants. Parkland expansion and multi-purpose recreation 
developments are typical projects funded under this REAP program. The DNR administers the city grant program. 
Eligibility: This money is available to cities through competitive grants. 
 

 
 
Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) – Conservation Education Program 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding 
This money is available to grantees for programs that teach people of all ages about their environment and how to make 
intelligent, informed decisions about its well-being. $350,000 is available for this program. The DNR administers the 
conservation education program. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding
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Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) – County Conservation 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding 
This money is available land easements or acquisition, capital improvements, stabilization and protection of resources, 
and environmental education, etc. The DNR administers the county conservation grant program. Competition for these 
grants is extremely keen. Eligibility: This money is available to counties, only if they are dedicating at least 22¢ per 
$1,000 of the assessed value of taxable property in the county for county conservation purposes, through competitive 
grants. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding
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Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) – Private/Public Open Space Acquisition 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/REAP/REAP-Funding-at-Work/Open-Spaces-Protection 
This money is available for cost-share land acquisitions with private organizations. The cost-share arrangement entails 
75 percent of the acquisition costs coming from REAP and the other 25 percent from private contributions. This program 
provides an excellent opportunity for private conservation organizations to help the DNR achieve open space protection 
goals. The DNR owns and manages the property that is jointly purchased. 
 

 

 
 
Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) – Roadside Vegetation 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/REAP/REAP-Funding-at-Work/Roadside-Vegetation 
This money is available for state, county, and city management of roadside vegetation. The establishment of attractive 
gateways into cities is also becoming a popular use for this money. Demonstration and research projects are typically 
funded under this program in an effort to learn and share new approaches to vegetation management. The purchase of 
specialized equipment and seed to carry out management practices is also a part of this program. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/REAP/REAP-Funding-at-Work/Open-Spaces-Protection
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/REAP/REAP-Funding-at-Work/Roadside-Vegetation


 
143 

Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) – Soil and Water Enhancement 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/REAP/REAP-Funding-at-Work/Soil-Water-Enhancement 
These funds are available to landowners for soil and water conservation and enhancement projects and practices. 
Project money is directed towards protecting the state’s surface and ground water resources from point and non-point 
sources of contamination. Practices awarded funding include; reforestation, woodland protection and enhancement, 
wildlife habitat preservation and enhancement, protection of highly erodible soils, and water quality protection. 
 

 
 

  

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/REAP/REAP-Funding-at-Work/Soil-Water-Enhancement
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Section 319 Nonpoint Source Water Pollution Funding 
https://www.epa.gov/polluted-runoff-nonpoint-source-pollution/319-grant-program-states-and-territories 
Clean Water Act Section 319(h) funds are provided only to designated state and tribal agencies to implement their 
approved nonpoint source management programs. State and tribal nonpoint source programs include a variety of 
components, including technical assistance, financial assistance, education, training, technology transfer, demonstration 
projects, and regulatory programs. Each year, EPA awards Section 319(h) funds to states in accordance with a state-by-
state allocation formula that EPA has developed in consultation with the states. Section 319(h) funding decisions are 
made by the states. States submit their proposed funding plans to EPA. If a state’s funding plan is consistent with grant 
eligibility requirements and procedures, EPA then awards the funds to the state. Grants to implement non-point source 
pollution control programs and projects; requires 40% state match. 
 

 

 
 
  

https://www.epa.gov/polluted-runoff-nonpoint-source-pollution/319-grant-program-states-and-territories
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Shooting Sports Program Grants 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding 
This grant program is for the development of snowmobile trails. This program is funded from snowmobile registration 
fees, which are placed into the state snowmobile fund. Snowmobile clubs apply for grants on an annual basis for trail 
grooming, trail maintenance, equipment purchases, operation and maintenance of snowmobile trial groomers, and 
insurance through an insurance agent. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding
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Small Grants Program 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/State-Conservation-and-Outdoor-Recreation-Plan 
Funded by donations from the Fish & Wildlife Protection Fund (Chickadee Checkoff) and Natural Resource License Plate 
funds, small grants are available for projects directly relating to wildlife diversity conservation, education, or research. 
Approved projects will be funded on a single-year basis but can be submitted for additional funding in subsequent years 
(not to exceed 3 years in succession). 
 

 

 
 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/State-Conservation-and-Outdoor-Recreation-Plan
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Snowmobile Trail Grant Program 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding 
This grant program is for the development of snowmobile trails. This program is funded from snowmobile registration 
fees, which are placed into the state snowmobile fund. Snowmobile clubs apply for grants on an annual basis for trail 
grooming, trail maintenance, equipment purchases, operation and maintenance of snowmobile trial groomers, and 
insurance through an insurance agent. 
 

 

 
 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding
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State Recreational Trails Program 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/State-Conservation-and-Outdoor-Recreation-Plan 
The State Recreational Trails Program funds public recreational trails. The grant requires a 25 percent local match and 
the trail must be maintained as a public facility for a minimum of 20 years. Proposed projects must be part of a 
statewide, regional, area-wide, or local trail plan. 
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/State-Conservation-and-Outdoor-Recreation-Plan


 
149 

State Revolving Fund (SRF) 
http://www.iowasrf.com/about_srf/ 
The State Revolving Fund (SRF) is the best choice to finance the design and construction of Iowa water and wastewater 
infrastructure. The Clean Water SRF funds wastewater treatment, sewer rehabilitation, and stormwater quality 
improvements, as well as non-point source projects. The Drinking Water SRF funds water treatment plants or 
improvements to existing facilities, water line extensions to existing unserved properties, water storage facilities, wells, 
and source water protection efforts. The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Iowa Finance Authority (IFA) 
jointly administer the SRF. The DNR administers the environmental and permitting aspects to get projects ready for 
financing. This includes engineering and design approval and construction permits. DNR staff assists applicants through 
the environmental review process. IFA manages the financing side of the programs. IFA staff works with applicants on 
loan approvals and disbursements. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowasrf.com/about_srf/
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State Revolving Fund (SRF) Water Resource Restoration Sponsored Projects 
http://www.iowasrf.com/about_srf/sponsored-projects-home-page/ 
Iowa law allows sewer utility revenues to finance a new category of projects, called “water resource restoration 
sponsored projects.” This includes locally directed, watershed-based projects to address water quality problems. Prior to 
2009, utility revenues could only be used for construction and improvements for the wastewater system itself. Now, 
wastewater utilities can also finance and pay for projects, within or outside the corporate limits, that cover best 
management practices for nonpoint source pollution control. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowasrf.com/about_srf/sponsored-projects-home-page/
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Targeted Watershed Grants 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/water/?cid=stelprdb1047761 
To support innovative, community-based watershed approaches aimed at preventing, reducing, or eliminating water 
pollution. The Targeted Watersheds Grant Program provides resources in the form of grants, tools, training, and 
technical expertise and assistance to communities to bolster their efforts to expand and improve existing water 
protection measures. 
 

 

 
 
  

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/water/?cid=stelprdb1047761
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Trees For Kids and Trees For Teens Grant 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/State-Conservation-and-Outdoor-Recreation-Plan 
This competitive grant awards between $1,000 and $5,000 to qualified tree planting projects on publicly owned 
property. Qualifying public planting areas include, but may not be limited to: street right-of-ways, parks, school grounds, 
courthouse lawns, public buildings, fairgrounds, cemeteries, libraries and trails. Applicants must show an educational 
component of the planting. Grants applications are available semi-annually, in the fall and spring. 
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding/State-Conservation-and-Outdoor-Recreation-Plan
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Water Recreation Access Cost-Share Program 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding 
The Water Recreation Access Cost-Share Program is available for constructing or improving boat access facilities to 
Iowa’s lakes and streams. Projects can include boat launching ramps, loading/off-loading docks and other structures to 
enhance use by the public. 
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding
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Wildlife Habitat Promotion with Local Entities Program 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding 
This program offers 75 percent cost-share funding to County Conservation Boards for the acquisition and development 
of lands for wildlife habitat. Lands must be open to hunting and trapping. Only those compatible activities such as 
fishing, hiking, nature study, cross-country skiing, etc. will be permitted. Applications must be for a project with a cost of 
not less than $4,000 due to administrative costs. Grant applications for wildlife habitat projects are received two times a 
year. 
 

 

 
 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Grants-Other-Funding
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Iowa Department of Transportation 
Iowa DOT Guide to Transportation Funding Programs 
http://www.iowadot.gov/pol_leg_services/Funding-Guide.pdf 
This document contains information regarding state and federal programs that provide transportation project funding of 
interest to local governments and other entities. The information is intended to serve as a guide for preliminary funding 
searches. For more detail, you are encouraged to contact the Iowa Department of Transportation office listed for each 
program. Please note that the FAST Act, a surface transportation reauthorization bill passed in December 2015, made 
several changes to funding programs. While this guide incorporates many of the changes, U.S. DOT guidance has not yet 
been received for some programs. Some funding can be used for multiple programs. 
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadot.gov/pol_leg_services/Funding-Guide.pdf
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Aviation Programs  
Federal Airport Improvement Program (AIP) 
www.iowadot.gov/aviation 
Funding for airport improvements and airport planning. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadot.gov/aviation
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State Airport Improvement Program 
www.iowadot.gov/aviation 
This program provides funding for airport improvements, navigational aids, communications equipment, marketing, 
safety, security, outreach, education, and planning. Airport Development and Immediate Safety Enhancement are 
specific funding programs under the Airport Improvement Program.  
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadot.gov/aviation
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Airport Vertical Infrastructure Program 
www.iowadot.gov/aviation 
This state program funds improvements to the vertical infrastructure at commercial service and general aviation airports 
in Iowa.  
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadot.gov/aviation
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Economic Development Programs  
Revitalize Iowa’s Sound Economy (RISE) 
https://iowadot.gov/systems_planning/Grant-Programs/Revitalize-Iowas-Sound-Economy-RISE-Program 
This state program was established to promote economic development in Iowa through construction or improvement of 
roads and streets. 
 

 

 
 
  

https://iowadot.gov/systems_planning/Grant-Programs/Revitalize-Iowas-Sound-Economy-RISE-Program
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Railroad Revolving Loan and Grant Program 
https://iowadot.gov/iowarail/financial-assistance/rrlgp 
This state loan and grant program was established to build or improve rail infrastructure or facilities that will spur 
economic development and job growth and provide assistance to railroads for the preservation and improvement of the 
rail transportation system.  
 

 
 
  

https://iowadot.gov/iowarail/financial-assistance/rrlgp
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Rail Programs  
Railroad Revolving Loan and Grant Program  
https://iowadot.gov/iowarail/financial-assistance/rrlgp 
This state loan and grant program was established to build or improve rail infrastructure or facilities that will spur 
economic development and job growth and provide assistance to railroads for the preservation and improvement of the 
rail transportation system.  
 

 
 
  

https://iowadot.gov/iowarail/financial-assistance/rrlgp
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Highway-Railroad Crossing Safety Program  
www.iowarail.com  
This federally funded program improves the safety of public highway-railroad grade crossings 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowarail.com/
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Highway-Railroad Crossing Surface Repair Program  
www.iowarail.com  
This program assists railroad companies and public road jurisdictions with rebuilding public highway-railroad grade 
crossing surfaces in Iowa. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowarail.com/
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Railroad Rehabilitation and Improvement Financing Program 
www.iowarail.com  
This federal program was established to provide direct loans and loan guarantees to: (1) acquire, improve or rehabilitate 
intermodal or rail equipment or facilities, including track, components of track, bridges, yards, buildings, and shops; (2) 
refinance outstanding debt incurred for those purposes; or (3) develop or establish new intermodal or railroad facilities.  
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowarail.com/
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Iowa Clean Air Attainment Program (ICAAP)  
https://iowadot.gov/systems_planning/grant-programs/iowa-clean-air-attainment-program-icaap 
This program funds highway/street, transit, bicycle/pedestrian, or freight projects or programs which help maintain 
Iowa’s clean air quality by reducing transportation-related emissions. Eligible highway/street projects must be on the 
federal-aid system, which includes all federal functional class routes except local and rural minor collectors. 
 

 

 
 
  

https://iowadot.gov/systems_planning/grant-programs/iowa-clean-air-attainment-program-icaap
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Road, Street and Bridge Programs  
Revitalize Iowa’s Sound Economy (RISE) 
https://iowadot.gov/systems_planning/Grant-Programs/Revitalize-Iowas-Sound-Economy-RISE-Program 
This state program was established to promote economic development in Iowa through construction or improvement of 
roads and streets.  
 

 

 
 
  

https://iowadot.gov/systems_planning/Grant-Programs/Revitalize-Iowas-Sound-Economy-RISE-Program
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Highway Bridge Program 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/specialfunding/stp/ 
Using a set-aside of Surface Transportation funds, this federal program provides for the replacement or rehabilitation of 
structurally deficient or functionally obsolete public roadway bridges.  
 

 

 
 
  

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/specialfunding/stp/
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Iowa Clean Air Attainment Program (ICAAP) 
https://iowadot.gov/systems_planning/grant-programs/iowa-clean-air-attainment-program-icaap 
This program funds highway/street, transit, bicycle/pedestrian, or freight projects or programs which help maintain 
Iowa’s clean air quality by reducing transportation-related emissions. Eligible highway/street projects must be on the 
federal-aid system, which includes all federal functional class routes except local and rural minor collectors.  
 

 

 
 
  

https://iowadot.gov/systems_planning/grant-programs/iowa-clean-air-attainment-program-icaap
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Surface Transportation Block Grant Program 
http://www.iowadot.gov/transit/agencies.html 
This federal program was established to: (1) aid public road jurisdictions with funding for roads on federal-aid routes (2) 
bridges on any public road (3) provide funding for transit capital improvements (see also “STP – transit); and (4) provide 
funding for transportation planning activities.  
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadot.gov/transit/agencies.html
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County and City Bridge Construction Fund 
https://iowadot.gov/local_systems/County-Reports-Funding-Resources/Funding-information 
Construction or replacement of public roadway bridges. 
 

 
 
Federal Lands Access Program 
https://flh.fhwa.dot.gov/programs/flap/ 
Provide funding for projects that are located on or adjacent to, or that provide access to, federal lands (public highway, 
road, bridge, trail or transit system). 
 

 
 
  

https://iowadot.gov/local_systems/County-Reports-Funding-Resources/Funding-information
https://flh.fhwa.dot.gov/programs/flap/
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Traffic Safety and Engineering Programs  
County-State Traffic Engineering Program (C-STEP) 
http://www.iowadot.gov/districts/ 
Solve traffic operation and safety problems on primary roads outside incorporated cities. 
 

 
 
Iowa Traffic Engineering Assistance Program (TEAP) 
http://www.iowadot.gov/districts/ 
TEAP provides traffic engineering expertise to local units of government. The purpose is to identify cost-effective traffic 
safety and operational improvements as well as potential funding sources to implement the recommendations. Typical 
studies include high-crash locations, unique lane configurations, obsolete traffic control devices, school pedestrians, 
truck routes, parking issues, and other traffic studies.  
 

 

http://www.iowadot.gov/districts/
http://www.iowadot.gov/districts/
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Traffic Safety Improvement Program  
https://iowadot.gov/traffic/traffic-and-safety-programs/tsip/tsip-program 
The Traffic Safety Improvement Program provides funding for traffic safety improvements or studies on any public roads 
under county, city or state jurisdiction. Also known as “TSIP,” “Traffic Safety Funds,” “TSF,” or “Half-Percent” 
 

 
 
Urban-State Traffic Engineering Program (U-STEP) 
http://www.iowadot.gov/districts/ 
Solve traffic operation and safety problems on primary roads in Iowa cities. 
 

 
 
  

https://iowadot.gov/traffic/traffic-and-safety-programs/tsip/tsip-program
http://www.iowadot.gov/districts/
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Highway Safety Improvement Program – Secondary 
https://iowadot.gov/traffic/traffic-and-safety-programs/tsip/tsip-program 
This federally-funded program was established to fund low-cost, systemic safety improvements on rural roads that meet 
certain criteria regarding safety.  
 

 

 
 
  

https://iowadot.gov/traffic/traffic-and-safety-programs/tsip/tsip-program
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Pedestrian Curb Ramp Construction 
http://www.iowadot.gov/districts/ 
Assist cities in complying with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) on primary roads in Iowa cities. 
 

 
 
Trails, Enhancement and Youth Programs  
DOT/DNR Fund  
https://iowadot.gov/pol_leg_services/Funding-Guide.pdf 
Roadside beautification of primary system corridors with plant materials. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadot.gov/districts/
https://iowadot.gov/pol_leg_services/Funding-Guide.pdf
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Living Roadway Trust Fund  
www.iowalivingroadway.com 
Implement Integrated Roadside Vegetation Management programs (IRVM) on city, county or state rights-of-way or 
publicly owned areas adjacent to traveled roadways. Categories of eligible projects are as follows: (1) roadside 
inventories; (2) gateway enhancement plantings for city, county and state locations; (3) education/training; (4) 
research/demonstration; (5) roadside enhancement; (6) seed propagation; and (7) special equipment.  
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.iowalivingroadway.com/
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Recreational Trails Program (Federal)  
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/ 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/overview/benefits/ 
www.iowadot.gov/systems_planning/fedstate_rectrails.htm 
The Recreational Trails Program (RTP) provides funds to the States to develop and maintain recreational trails and trail-
related facilities for both non-motorized and motorized recreational trail uses. The RTP is an assistance program of the 
Department of Transportation's Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Federal transportation funds benefit 
recreation including hiking, bicycling, in-line skating, equestrian use, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, off-road 
motorcycling, all-terrain vehicle riding, four-wheel driving, or using other off-road motorized vehicles. 
 

 
 
Recreational Trails Program (State) 
www.iowadot.gov/systems_planning/fedstate_rectrails.htm 
Established to fund public recreational trails. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/overview/benefits/
http://www.iowadot.gov/systems_planning/fedstate_rectrails.htm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/overview/benefits/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/overview/benefits/
http://www.iowadot.gov/systems_planning/fedstate_rectrails.htm
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Iowa Clean Air Attainment Program (ICAAP) 
https://iowadot.gov/systems_planning/grant-programs/iowa-clean-air-attainment-program-icaap 
This program funds highway/street, transit, bicycle/pedestrian, or freight projects or programs which help maintain 
Iowa’s clean air quality by reducing transportation-related emissions. Eligible highway/street projects must be on the 
federal-aid system, which includes all federal functional class routes except local and rural minor collectors.  
 

 

 
 
  

https://iowadot.gov/systems_planning/grant-programs/iowa-clean-air-attainment-program-icaap
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Federal Transportation Alternatives Program 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/factsheets/transportationalternativesfs.cfm 
The Federal Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funds programs and projects defined as transportation 
alternatives, including: (1) on- and off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for improving non-
driver access to public transportation and enhanced mobility, community improvement activities, and environmental 
mitigation; (2) recreational trail projects; (3) safe routes to school projects; and (4) projects for planning, designing, or 
constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-of-way of former divided highways. The TAP replaced 
funding from pre-MAP-21 programs including the Transportation Enhancement Program, Safe Routes to School 
Program, and National Scenic Byways Program.  
 

 

 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/factsheets/transportationalternativesfs.cfm
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Urban Youth Corps 
https://iowadot.gov/systems_planning/grant-programs/urban-youth-corps 
This program is intended to provide transportation-related employment and training opportunities to youth between 
the ages of 16 and 21 who face barriers to employment; along with meaningful and productive improvements to 
transportation facilities.  
 

 
 
  

https://iowadot.gov/systems_planning/grant-programs/urban-youth-corps
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Transit Programs  
State Transit Assistance  
www.iowadot.gov/transit 
Provide state funding assistance to support and improve locally sponsored public transit programs. 
 

 
 
Public Transit Infrastructure Grant (PTIG) Program 
www.iowadot.gov/transit 
Provide state funding assistance to support vertical infrastructure needs of Iowa’s public transit systems.  
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadot.gov/transit
http://www.iowadot.gov/transit
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Urbanized Area Formula Program (Sec. 5307) 
https://www.transit.dot.gov/grants 
This program was established to provide federal funding for support of transit activities in urbanized areas over 50,000 
in population. Those activities may include capital, planning, job access and reverse commute projects, as well as 
operating expenses in certain circumstances.  
 

 

 
 
  

https://www.transit.dot.gov/grants
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Fixed Guideway Capital Investment Program (Sec. 5309) 
https://www.transit.dot.gov/grants 
Federal assistance for transit capital improvements including new and expanded rail, bus rapid transit, and ferry system 
projects that will expand the core capacity of existing fixed guideway corridors. The program also includes provision for 
streamlining aspects of the New Starts process. (Bus and bus facilities projects are no longer funded under this section.) 
 

 
 
Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities (Sec. 5310) 
www.iowadot.gov/transit 
This program was established to provide federal funding for support of transit activities in rural areas and in urban areas, 
to serve the special needs of transit-dependent populations beyond traditional public transit services and Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) complementary paratransit services.  
 

 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/grants
http://www.iowadot.gov/transit
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Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Sec. 5311) 
www.iowadot.gov/transit 
This program provides federal funding for support of transit activities in rural areas and in urban areas of less than 
50,000 in population (operating, capital, planning, and job access and reverse commute assistance).  
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadot.gov/transit
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Intercity Bus Assistance (Sec. 5311(f)) 
www.iowadot.gov/transit 
This program provides funds for: existing intercity bus routes that tie Iowa to the rest of the country; new feeder routes 
which will give smaller communities access to existing intercity routes; marketing for new or existing routes; and 
providers’ efforts to upgrade equipment and facilities to become compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 (ADA). States must expend at least 15 percent of Sec. 5311 funds each fiscal year to develop and support intercity 
bus transportation. 
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadot.gov/transit
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Bus and Bus Facilities (Sec. 5339)  
https://www.transit.dot.gov/grants 
Federal assistance to replace, rehabilitate and purchase buses and related equipment and to construct bus-related 
facilities. 
 

 
 
Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality (CMAQ)  
www.iowadot.gov/transit 
This program funds vehicle replacement projects. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.transit.dot.gov/grants
http://www.iowadot.gov/transit
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State of Good Repair (Sec. 5337)  
http://www.iowadot.gov/pol_leg_services/Funding-Guide.pdf 
Federal assistance dedicated to repairing and upgrading rail transit systems along with high-intensity bus systems that 
use high-occupancy vehicle lanes, including bus rapid transit (BRT). (This program replaced the Fixed Guideway 
Modernization Formula program). This program’s annual funding level is competitive – currently no Iowa transit systems 
qualify for this funding. 
 

 
 
Iowa Clean Air Attainment Program (ICAAP)  
https://iowadot.gov/systems_planning/grant-programs/iowa-clean-air-attainment-program-icaap 
This program funds highway/street, transit, bicycle/pedestrian, or freight projects or programs that help maintain Iowa’s 
clean air quality by reducing transportation-related emissions. Eligible highway/street projects must be on the federal-
aid system, which includes all federal functional class routes except local and rural minor collectors. 
 

 

http://www.iowadot.gov/pol_leg_services/Funding-Guide.pdf
https://iowadot.gov/systems_planning/grant-programs/iowa-clean-air-attainment-program-icaap
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Surface Transportation Block Grant Program – transit  
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/specialfunding/stp/ 
This Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) program provides flexible funding that may be used for transit projects. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/specialfunding/stp/
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Iowa Economic Development Authority 
Community Development Block Grant Program (water, sewer) 
http://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/Community/CDBG 
The Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) administers the federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
program in all of Iowa’s incorporated cities and counties, except those designated as HUD entitlement areas. Authorized 
under the Housing and Community Development Act, the main goal of the program is to “develop viable communities 
by providing decent housing and suitable living environments and expanding economic opportunities, principally for 
persons of low and moderate incomes.” In Iowa, the CDBG program can be used to fund eligible activities, including 
public facilities such as water and sewer facilities and community buildings; housing rehabilitation; and economic 
development and job training. All projects must meet the National Objectives as defined by HUD. 
 

 

 

http://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/Community/CDBG
http://iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/userdocs/documents/ieda/NationalObjective.pdf
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Community Attraction and Tourism (CAT) 
https://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/our-agency-detail-
resources?id=6496&panel=2&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=iowaeconomicdevelopment.
com/our-agency-detail-resources%3Fid%3D6496%26panel%3D2&utm_campaign=PubNotJuly2017EICAT 
The Community Attraction and Tourism (CAT) program was created to assist projects that will provide recreational, 
cultural, entertainment and educational attractions. Projects must be available to the general public for public use and 
be primarily vertical infrastructure. 
 

 

 
 
  

https://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/our-agency-detail-resources?id=6496&panel=2&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/our-agency-detail-resources%3Fid%3D6496%26panel%3D2&utm_campaign=PubNotJuly2017EICAT
https://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/our-agency-detail-resources?id=6496&panel=2&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/our-agency-detail-resources%3Fid%3D6496%26panel%3D2&utm_campaign=PubNotJuly2017EICAT
https://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/our-agency-detail-resources?id=6496&panel=2&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/our-agency-detail-resources%3Fid%3D6496%26panel%3D2&utm_campaign=PubNotJuly2017EICAT
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River Enhancement Community Attraction and Tourism (RECAT) 
https://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/our-agency-detail-resources?id=6488&panel=2 
The River Enhancement Community Attraction and Tourism (RECAT) Program supports projects that promote and 
enhance recreational opportunities on and near rivers or lakes within cities. 
 

 

 
 
  

https://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/our-agency-detail-resources?id=6488&panel=2
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Vision Iowa 
https://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/energygrants 
Vision Iowa was created to assist projects that will provide recreational, cultural, entertainment and educational 
attractions. Projects must be available to the general public for public use and be primarily vertical infrastructure. These 
attractions position a community to take advantage of economic development opportunities in tourism and strengthen 
a community’s competitiveness as a place to work and live. The program is comprised of three funds: Vision Iowa, 
Community Attraction and Tourism (CAT) and River Enhancement Community Attraction and Tourism (RECAT). 
 

 

 
 
  

https://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/energygrants
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NGOs & Others 
American Rivers 
http://americanrivers.org/ 
 

 

 

http://americanrivers.org/
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Coca-Cola 
http://www.coca-colacompany.com/our-company/community-requests-guidelines-application 
Grant focuses on making a unique and sustainable difference: water stewardship, active healthy living, community 
recycling, and education 
 

 

http://www.coca-colacompany.com/our-company/community-requests-guidelines-application
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Taking Wing 
https://takingwingstewardship.com/ 
Taking Wing Stewardship, a local 501c3 non-profit organization is the premier vehicle for perpetuating hunting, fishing, 
and nature-oriented outdoor traditions among people of all generations through our quality outdoor education 
programs which include skills training, practical hands-on-experience, and leadership development. 
 

 

 
 
  

https://takingwingstewardship.com/
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The McKnight Corporation 
http://www.mcknight.org/grant-programs/grantees?program_area=Mississippi+River 
Restore and protect floodplains and wetlands in the 10-state Mississippi River corridor. 
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.mcknight.org/grant-programs/grantees?program_area=Mississippi+River
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Walton Foundation 
http://www.waltonfamilyfoundation.org/grants 
In the Mississippi River Basin, the Walton Foundation’s conservation work is focused on promoting key components of a 
healthy river system. Some grantees include: Environmental Defense Fund, National Audubon Society, and the Nature 
Conservancy. 
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.waltonfamilyfoundation.org/grants
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Wells Fargo 
https://www.wellsfargo.com/about/charitable/io_guidelines 
Wells Fargo will consider requests from organizations that work to create strong environmental practices that conserve 
natural resources, provide environmental education, and support the transition to a sustainable environment. 
 

 
 
Other forms of assistance 
Ambient Water Quality Monitoring Network 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Water-Monitoring 
Delivers consistent, unbiased information about the condition of Iowa’s surface and groundwater resources 
 

 

https://www.wellsfargo.com/about/charitable/io_guidelines
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Water-Monitoring
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Center for Watershed Protection 
http://www.cwp.org/ 
The Center works directly with state and local governments, watershed organizations, environmental consultants, and 
other clients to assist them with their watershed and stormwater management needs. Services provided include: 
Stormwater design manual development, Code and ordinance review, Watershed assessment and plan development, 
Stormwater program and regulation development, Regulatory compliance with TMDLs and NPDES, Modeling, GIS, Green 
infrastructure design and implementation, Illicit discharge surveys and program support, Stormwater retrofit surveys, 
Local program audits, Community forestry projects, and Stakeholder meetings and public outreach. Through these 
projects, our staff gain practical experience applying and refining the tools and techniques originally advanced in our 
watershed planning and stormwater management guidance manuals. We have worked with numerous communities 
across the country in a variety of watershed settings. 
 

 

 

 
 
  

http://www.cwp.org/
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Fundraising 
https://doublethedonation.com/unique-fundraising-ideas-for-nonprofits/ 
Sell items: engraved bricks to go on a building or path; project-specific t-shirts; project-specific reusable grocery bags; 
bike headlights/equipment if your project includes a bike trail; affiliate programs for nonprofits (receive a share of sales 
generated from links to online retailers on your website); crowdfunding; Ebates; GoodSearch; Online4Donations; 
Receipts4Cash;  
 

 
 
  

https://doublethedonation.com/unique-fundraising-ideas-for-nonprofits/
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GIS Mapping data for watershed managers 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Mapping-GIS 
http://programs.iowadnr.gov/maps/watermonitoring/ 
Watershed Atlas provides a variety of interactive GIS data layers for watershed planning on all watersheds in Iowa. 
 

 

 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Mapping-GIS
http://programs.iowadnr.gov/maps/watermonitoring/
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Go Fund Me 
https://www.gofundme.com/questions/ 
GoFundMe makes it incredibly easy to raise money online for the things that matter to you most. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.gofundme.com/questions/
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GovDeals 
https://www.govdeals.com/index.cfm 
GovDeals provides services to various government agencies that allow them to sell surplus and confiscated items via the 
Internet. Each participating agency has its own auction rules and regulations and may be subject to government 
ordinances. 
 

 

 
 
  

https://www.govdeals.com/index.cfm
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Iowa DNR River Restoration Toolbox 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/River-Restoration 
Rivers and streams, their channels and valleys, are a defining feature of Iowa’s landscape. They have formed and 
evolved over thousands of years, in response to the climate, soils, and geologic setting of their watersheds. Human 
modifications to the landscape, and to the rivers themselves, have altered these waterways contributing to problems 
including bank erosion, habitat loss, flooding, reduced water quality, and challenges to boater safety. River restorations 
are designed to overcome the effects of these alterations and improve the function and value of our waterways. 
Projects such as dam removals and mitigations, bank stabilizations, and installation of riparian buffers have been shown 
to improve the health of aquatic life and increase fish populations, benefit wildlife, reduce flood damage, protect 
agricultural land, increase recreational opportunities and make them safer and more enjoyable, and bring economic 
benefits to nearby communities. DNR is currently working with its partners to coordinate and improve river restoration 
efforts. To date, the DNR has developed a strategy, proposed a draft method for evaluating stream mitigation plans, and 
begun to assemble tools and techniques supporting river restoration. 
 

 

 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/River-Restoration
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Iowa DNR Waste Planning & Recycling – Financial and Business Assistance (FABA) 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Land-Quality/Waste-Planning-Recycling/Current-FABA-Bulletin%20-
%20story3 
The Financial and Business Assistance (FABA) team at the DNR is committed to helping Iowa’s environmental future in 
ways that positively impact our economy and society. The team is equipped to work with Iowa citizens, businesses and 
communities to provide financial and technical assistance resulting in cost-effective improvements, opportunities for 
increased productivity and positive environmental impacts. Working together, we can achieve a cleaner environment 
and stronger economy through sustainable use of natural resources and effective waste management and pollution 
prevention activities. 
 

 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Land-Quality/Waste-Planning-Recycling/Current-FABA-Bulletin%20-%20story3
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Land-Quality/Waste-Planning-Recycling/Current-FABA-Bulletin%20-%20story3
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IOWATER 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Water-Monitoring/IOWATER 
IOWATER is Iowa's citizen volunteer water monitoring program. IOWATER trains citizens to conduct basic 
water chemical, physical and biological measurements. We provide you the equipment and tools you need to start 
understanding and protecting Iowa's valuable water resources. 

 

 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Water-Monitoring/IOWATER
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Native Prairie, Wetland, and Wildlife Habitat Property Tax Exemption 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Wildlife-Landowner-Assistance/Property-Tax-Exemption 
Forms for certification of native prairie, wetland, or wildlife habitat can be printed from the DNR website or by 
contacting an Iowa DNR Private Lands staff or Wildlife Management Biologist. All applications for tax exemptions must 
be inspected by a DNR biologist to insure they meet the definition of native prairie, wetland, or wildlife habitat. The 
signed certification form must then be taken to your local county assessor by February 1. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Wildlife-Landowner-Assistance/Property-Tax-Exemption
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Small & Limited and Beginning Farmers & Ranchers 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/people/outreach/slbfr/# 
Socially Disadvantaged, Beginning, and Limited Resource Farmers/Ranchers, Veteran Farmers - The Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2014 (2014 Agricultural Act) continues to address the unique circumstances and concerns of socially 
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers, as well as beginning and limited resource farmers and ranchers. It provides for 
voluntary participation, offers incentives, and focuses on equity in accessing U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
programs and services. Enhancements include streamlined delivery of technical and financial assistance; improved 
programs and services; and flexibility in decision making (with most decisions made at the Tribal, State, or local level). 
 

 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/people/outreach/slbfr/
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Tips 
Tips for Grantseekers 
These organizations have provided great tips for anyone wishing to apply for grants. 
 
Ben B. Cheney Foundation 
http://www.benbcheneyfoundation.org/tips-for-grant-seekers 
In addition to helpful tips, they provide a model proposal letter. 
 

 

http://www.benbcheneyfoundation.org/tips-for-grant-seekers
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California Community Foundation 
https://calfund.org/nonprofits/tips-for-grantseekers/ 
They provide a list of important and helpful tips to assist in the grant application process. 
 

 
 

 
  

https://calfund.org/nonprofits/tips-for-grantseekers/
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Central Piedmont Community College 
https://www.cpcc.edu/programs/business-and-entrepreneurship-continuing-education 
They provide tips and hints for both the experienced and novice grant seekers. 
 

 

 

https://www.cpcc.edu/programs/business-and-entrepreneurship-continuing-education
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Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut 
http://www.cfect.org/ForGrantseekers/Overview/TipsforGrantseekers/tabid/206/Default.aspx 
Tips regarding getting started, the grant process, using the guidelines, writing your proposal, evaluation of your project, 
planning for a site visit, and using fiscal agents. 
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.cfect.org/ForGrantseekers/Overview/TipsforGrantseekers/tabid/206/Default.aspx
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Enoch Pratt Free Library – How to Find Grants for Your Nonprofit Organization 
http://www.prattlibrary.org/locations/ssh/?id=3130 
How to find grants for your nonprofit organization. 
 

 

 

http://www.prattlibrary.org/locations/ssh/?id=3130
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Grant Training Center 
https://granttrainingcenter.com/about_info 
The mission of the Grant Training Center is to serve as a virtual sponsored research office dedicated to providing 
institutions and individuals the highest quality supportive infrastructure needed to find, apply for, and win federal, 
foundation, and corporate funding. 
 

 
 
Grants.gov – Submission Procedures and Tips for Applicants 
https://grants.gov  

https://granttrainingcenter.com/about_info
https://grants.gov/
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To facilitate your use of Grants.gov, this document includes important submission procedures you need to be aware of 
to ensure your application is received in a timely manner and accepted. In addition, Grants.gov also provides training 
documents and videos that explain the application process step-by-step. 
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Inland Northwest Community Foundation – now known as Innovia Foundation 
https://innovia.org/ 
Five key steps in the grant application process: planning your project, researching the grant guidelines/application 
process, filling out the application, establishing the budget, and following up on why your proposal was not funded. 
 

 

 

https://innovia.org/
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Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Service 
https://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/grants.stm 
While this document was written with criminal justice professionals in mind, it provides tips for grant writing that can be 
used when applying for any grant. 
 

 

https://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/grants.stm
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The Grantsmanship Center 
http://www.tgci.com 
Looking for information and tools to write successful grant proposals so you can help your community? You're at the 
right place. Want a quick-start guide? Read the 3 articles: Getting the Grant 101, Where's the Money? & Managing the 
Grant. You want to learn fast, effectively and retain what you learn? Great! That's why we designed "Listen & Discuss, 
Do & Review®" our trademarked curriculum, used for all our trainings—because it works! This is training where your 
mind and body don't sit still. It's active learning with colleagues and it lasts a lifetime. Whether you want to write grant 
proposals, award grants, manage grants or create earned income so you're not dependent on grants, we're here to help 
you do your job. We provide trainings, articles, books, webcasts, and blogs. Many of these resources are free. Looking 
for funding sources? Check out "Funding State-by-State." It's another free resource with info about top grant-making 
foundations, community foundations, corporate giving programs and more! Browse through our classic and new articles 
(also free) and you'll be ready to tackle jobs that had seemed daunting. Want food for thought? Check out our blog. The 
Grantsmanship Center is rooted in optimism—we believe that investing time and money in planning and people pays 
off. That's why we always try to give more than you expect and deliver more than you pay for. Let us know how we can 
help make your work easier, faster, better, more rewarding. We want you to succeed—and we're here to help—because 
we all have a stake in building better communities. Cathleen Kiritz, President of the Gransmanship Center 
 

 

 
 
  

http://www.tgci.com/
http://www.tgci.com/funding-sources


 
226 

USDA Rural Information Center – A Guide to Funding Resources 
https://www.nal.usda.gov/ric/guide-to-funding-resources 
This guide provides information regarding the funding process, federal and private funding, and various funding 
resources. 
 

 
 
US Department of Health & Human Services – Avoid Grant Scams 
http://www.hhs.gov/grants/grants/avoid-grant-scams/index.html 
Information regarding how to avoid grant scams. 
 

 

https://www.nal.usda.gov/ric/guide-to-funding-resources
http://www.hhs.gov/grants/grants/avoid-grant-scams/index.html
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EPA – Understanding, Managing, and Applying for EPA Grants 
http://www.epa.gov/grants 
Every year, EPA awards over $4 billion in funding for grants and other assistance agreements. From small non-profit 
organizations to large state governments, EPA works to help many visionary organizations achieve their environmental 
goals. With countless success stories over the years, EPA grants remain a chief tool in the advancement of human health 
and the environment. 
 

 

http://www.epa.gov/grants
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EPA – Financial Tools and Funding Sources for Environmental Programs 
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/envirofinance/tools_.html 
Provides information regarding general resources, water-related funding, Brownfield-related funding, Green Building 
funding and financial opportunities, as well as International, Tribal, and State and Local Government Resources. 
 

 

https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/envirofinance/tools_.html
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EPA – Nonpoint Source-Related Funding Opportunities, Guides and Reports 
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/nps/funding.cfm 
This site provides information regarding nonpoint source-related resources and centers, the State Revolving Fund, Clean 
Water Act Section 319 Funding, and Guides/Reports. 
 

 

http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/nps/funding.cfm
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USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service – 5 Steps to Assistance 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/newsroom/features/?cid=stelprdb1193811 
This site explains how to get assistance from NRCS for farms, ranches and forests. The 5 steps are planning, application, 
eligibility, ranking, and implementing. 
 

 
 
Technical Assistance 
NRCS Conservation Technical Assistance Program (CTA) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/technical/ 
Conservation technical assistance is the help NRCS and its partners provide to land users to address opportunities, 
concerns, and problems related to the use of natural resources and to help land users make sound natural resource 
management decisions on private, tribal, and other non-federal lands. This assistance can help land users maintain and 
improve private lands and their management; implement better land management technologies; protect and improve 
water quality and quantity; maintain and improve wildlife and fish habitat; enhance recreational opportunities on their 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/newsroom/features/?cid=stelprdb1193811
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/technical/
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land; maintain and improve the aesthetic character of private land; explore opportunities to diversify agricultural 
operations and develop and apply sustainable agricultural systems. This assistance may be in the form of resource 
assessment, practice design, resource monitoring, or follow-up of installed practices. 
 
Although the CTA program does not include financial or cost-share assistance, clients may develop conservation plans, 
which may serve as a springboard for those interested in participating in USDA financial assistance programs. CTA 
planning can also serve as a door to financial assistance and easement conservation programs provided by other 
Federal, State, and local programs. 
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Emergency Conservation Program 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/emergency-conservation/index 
The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) helps farmers and ranchers to repair damage to farmlands caused by 
natural disasters and to help put in place methods for water conservation during severe drought. The ECP does this by 
giving ranchers and farmers funding and assistance to repair the damaged farmland or to install methods for water 
conservation. Natural disasters can devastate farmland and grazing land and threaten the livelihood of farmers and 
ranchers who depend on the land on which they live. The ECP can help to lesson this burden, providing assistance in 
overcoming exceptional damage from storms and severe drought. 
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/emergency-conservation/index
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Volunteers 
Volunteer Iowa 
www.volunteeriowa.org 
Volunteer Iowa’s primary goals are to (1) have volunteers and staff work in true partnership with shared responsibility 
and (2) engage volunteers in activities that provide highly satisfying experiences. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.volunteeriowa.org/
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Volunteer Match 
www.volunteermatch.org 
Volunteer Match brings good people and good causes together. 
 

 

 
 

http://www.volunteermatch.org/
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